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The Walking Tours 

Because of the size of the area, two tours have been 
designed: one for the Greenbush area and one for the 
Vilas neighborhood . The s iles within each are 
arranged in this booklet in chronological order. 
Please note that the numbers within circles lhat 
appear at the top of the page for each site arc also 
used in the text and arc keyed to the two maps in the 
booklet as well. Please be aware that all the 
residential buildings on these tours are private and 
are not open to the public. Your respect for the 
privacy of the residents is greatly appreciated. 

Cover Photo: The Van Bergen/Bowen house, &om Mildison Past 11nd 
Prtsa1t, 190l 

The Brittingham-Greenbush 
Bayview Arca 

I listorirnl Devcloplllen/ 

M<>!,l motorist~ driving on e ilhcr West Washington 
AvC'nuc or South Park Street betwC'en Regent Street 
and Vilas Avenue arc unaware tha t the housing 
projects and medirnl faci litiC's they pass occupy ~itcs 
that were once filled wilh the homes, slorcs, g,mkns, 
,rnJ c hurches of Mndison's llal ian and Jc-wish 
communitic.,. 

Thl'Se once vibrant ethnic neighborhoods wt-re two 
of a number uf ne ighborhoods lh,11 dcvclopeu in the 
11rittingham- Grccnbush- 13ayvi<'w area. This large 
.uea (i:.ce map on p,1ges 2-3) is localed just lo the 
south of Madison's downtown section and portions 
of ii were among the earliest additions lv the vriginal 
pint of Madison. lt was not until the- beginning()( lhc 
20th century, however, that t he nccessily of 
providing low-cost housing fo r Madison's nl•west 
immigrants ca used this land lo increase in value. 
l3cfore lhal time this land was too distant from the 
center of the city to be a viable alternative lo il. 
Another problem was the character of the land itself. 
Most of the property along the shores of Lake Wingra 
and Lake Monona and along Regent StreC'l wa s 
originally marshland, and remained so until early in 
this century. Thus, development languished in these 
low-lying areas until Madison grew lo a point where 
its need for land adjacent to its existing 
neighborhoods outweighed these problems. 

The Greenbush Addition was platted in 1854 by 
Madison physician Dr. Chandler 13. Chapman 
(1815- 1877) and newspaper publishe r and ed ito r, 
John Y. Smith (1807- 1874). The firsl development in 
the plat consisted of a small enclave of houses built 
on the higher ground in the southwest corner of the 
plat.@@ Jus t behind these houses was t he 
half- mile long landform known locally as Dead Lake 
Ridge. This tall tree-covered ridge once stood 
between Lake Wingra and the southern end of the 
plat and d ominated the view in that direction 
throughout the 19th century. A number of Indian 
mounds origina lly studded the ridge; seve ral still 
s urvive next to the Anne C. Stewart Memoria l 
Fountain.@ Unfortunately, the ridge's sand and 
gravel contents (continued on page 4) 
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The Brittingham-Greenbush 

Bayview Area 

Historical Development 
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were a valuable resource for a growing city. Much of 
the fill that was later used to transform this and other 
plats came from this ridge. 

Today the name of the Greenbush plat is 
synonymous with the portion along South Murray 
Street and Regent Street that was once part of 
Madison's Italian and Jewish communities. Only a 
handful of buildings from this neighborhood sti ll 
survive, @ @ bul the descendants of the families 
that once lived here continue to enrich Madison. Such 
well- known Madison names as Amato, Clementi, 
Cuccia, DiSalvo, Fiore, Parisi, Stassi, Troia and Frank, 
Sinaiko, and Sweet all first found shelter in this area. 
Theirs ls an enduring legacy that has oullived the 
buildings that once sheltered lheir forebeorers. 

Warren's Addition (13riltingham) was platted in 1866 
by Albert Warren, but even as late as 1890, it·s marshy 
nature prevented development. Filling began in 1904 
in conjunction with work on the adjacent 13riltingham 
Park. ® The houses that now fill the pl.it began to 
spring up soon aRer. 

Bowen's Addition sits on high ground to the west of 
the Greenbush Addition and it was once part of the 
60-acrc Van Bergen/Bowen farm. G) This farm was 
bounded by Regent Street, Mills Street, Randall 
Avenue, and Emerald Street. The land continued to 
be farmed until 1892, when the heirs of James 8. 
l3owen platted most of the porlion soulh of St. James 
Court as Bowen's Addition. This became one of 
Madison's first residential suburbs. 

Preglcr's Addition (Bayview) was long known as the 
'Triangle" and it was originally divided east to west 
by Murray Street. The 19-acre eastern portion of this 
land was purchased by George Pregler (1854-1930) in 
1891 and platted as Pregler's Addition in 1901. Most 
of Pregler's land was a marsh, but he slowly created 
buildable lots by filling the marsh with ashes he 
hauled to the s ite by hand. On these lots he then 
either put old houses he moved to the site and fixed 
up or new houses he built himself. These were then 
sold for $5 down and $5-$10 a month to poor, mostly 
Italian immigrants. All of the housing in this plat was 
eventually demolished in 1962 to make way for the 
Triangle Redevelopment Project and it was then 
replaced by modern housing, offices, and medical 
centers. 

4 

Seth and Harriet Van Bergen/ 
James and Susan Bowen House 

302 South Mills Street 
1854-1855 

0 

The visionary act of platting the Greenbush Addition 
in 1854 began the real suburban development of 
Madison. A year later, pioneer, Dane County farmer 
and rcol estate investor, Seth Yan Bergen (1814-1900) 
realized his own more bucolic vision when he began 
the construction of this Madison Landmark house as 
the centerpiece of the 60- acre farm he owned 
immediately to the west of the Greenbush. This cut 
stone building faces Mills Street, then the major route 
to south Madison, and it is an outstanding example 
of early Italianate design. lls hilltop selling and the 
absence of any neighboring houses or vegetation 
made il a prominent visual landmark in the area for 
many years. 

Van 13ergcn lived in his new house with his wife, 
Harriet Bushnell Van Bergen, until 1859 when he 
sold both the house and farm to Madison's first 
hC>meopathic physician, Dr. James Bowen and his 
wife, Susan. Bowen (1815- 1881) achieved success 
both as a physician and as a businessman and 
became mayor of Madison in 1871. After Bowen's 
death, the house was inherited first by his daughter, 
Susan Bowen Ramsey, wife of First National Bank 
cashier Wayne Ramsey, and then by the Ramsey's 
son, James Ramsey, who later became one of the 
founders of the Ray- O- Vac Battery Company. 

5 

were a valuable resource for a growing city. Much of 
the fill that was later used to transform this and other 
plats came from this ridge. 

Today the name of the Greenbush plat is 
synonymous with the portion along South Murray 
Street and Regent Street that was once part of 
Madison's Italian and Jewish communities. Only a 
handful of buildings from this neighborhood sti ll 
survive, @ @ bul the descendants of the families 
that once lived here continue to enrich Madison. Such 
well- known Madison names as Amato, Clementi, 
Cuccia, DiSalvo, Fiore, Parisi, Stassi, Troia and Frank, 
Sinaiko, and Sweet all first found shelter in this area. 
Theirs ls an enduring legacy that has oullived the 
buildings that once sheltered lheir forebeorers. 

Warren's Addition (13riltingham) was platted in 1866 
by Albert Warren, but even as late as 1890, it·s marshy 
nature prevented development. Filling began in 1904 
in conjunction with work on the adjacent 13riltingham 
Park. ® The houses that now fill the pl.it began to 
spring up soon aRer. 

Bowen's Addition sits on high ground to the west of 
the Greenbush Addition and it was once part of the 
60-acrc Van Bergen/Bowen farm. G) This farm was 
bounded by Regent Street, Mills Street, Randall 
Avenue, and Emerald Street. The land continued to 
be farmed until 1892, when the heirs of James 8. 
l3owen platted most of the porlion soulh of St. James 
Court as Bowen's Addition. This became one of 
Madison's first residential suburbs. 

Preglcr's Addition (Bayview) was long known as the 
'Triangle" and it was originally divided east to west 
by Murray Street. The 19-acre eastern portion of this 
land was purchased by George Pregler (1854-1930) in 
1891 and platted as Pregler's Addition in 1901. Most 
of Pregler's land was a marsh, but he slowly created 
buildable lots by filling the marsh with ashes he 
hauled to the s ite by hand. On these lots he then 
either put old houses he moved to the site and fixed 
up or new houses he built himself. These were then 
sold for $5 down and $5-$10 a month to poor, mostly 
Italian immigrants. All of the housing in this plat was 
eventually demolished in 1962 to make way for the 
Triangle Redevelopment Project and it was then 
replaced by modern housing, offices, and medical 
centers. 

4 

Seth and Harriet Van Bergen/ 
James and Susan Bowen House 

302 South Mills Street 
1854-1855 

0 

The visionary act of platting the Greenbush Addition 
in 1854 began the real suburban development of 
Madison. A year later, pioneer, Dane County farmer 
and rcol estate investor, Seth Yan Bergen (1814-1900) 
realized his own more bucolic vision when he began 
the construction of this Madison Landmark house as 
the centerpiece of the 60- acre farm he owned 
immediately to the west of the Greenbush. This cut 
stone building faces Mills Street, then the major route 
to south Madison, and it is an outstanding example 
of early Italianate design. lls hilltop selling and the 
absence of any neighboring houses or vegetation 
made il a prominent visual landmark in the area for 
many years. 

Van 13ergcn lived in his new house with his wife, 
Harriet Bushnell Van Bergen, until 1859 when he 
sold both the house and farm to Madison's first 
hC>meopathic physician, Dr. James Bowen and his 
wife, Susan. Bowen (1815- 1881) achieved success 
both as a physician and as a businessman and 
became mayor of Madison in 1871. After Bowen's 
death, the house was inherited first by his daughter, 
Susan Bowen Ramsey, wife of First National Bank 
cashier Wayne Ramsey, and then by the Ramsey's 
son, James Ramsey, who later became one of the 
founders of the Ray- O- Vac Battery Company. 

5 

were a valuable resource for a growing city. Much of 
the fill that was later used to transform this and other 
plats came from this ridge. 
Today the name of the G reenbush plat is  
synonymous with the portion along South Murray 
St reet and Regent Street th at was once pa rt of 
Madison's Italian and Jewish communities. Only a 
handful of buildings from this neighborhood still 
survive, (§) (I) but the descendants of the families 
that once lived here continue to enrich Madison. Such 
well- k n ow n Madison names as Amato, Clementi, 
Cuccia, DiSalvo, Fiore, Parisi, Stassi, Troia and Frank, 
Sinaiko, and Sweet all first found shelter in this area. 
Theirs is an enduring legacy that has outlived the 
buildings that once sheltered their forebearers. 
Warren's Addition (Brittingham) was platted in 1866 
by Albert Warren, but even as late as 1890, its marshy 
nature prevented development. Filling began in 1904 
in conjunction with work on the adjacent Brittingham 
Park. (6) The houses that now fill the plat began to 
spring up soon after. 
Bowen's Addition sits on high ground to the west of 
the Greenbush Addition and it was once part of the 
60-acre Van Bergen/Bowen farm.() This farm was 
bounded by Regent Street, Mills St reet, Randall 
Avenue, and Emerald Street. The land continued to 
be farmed until 1892, when the heirs of James B, 
Bowen platted most of the portion south of St. James 
Court as Bowen's Addition. This became one of 
Madison's first residential suburbs. 
Pregler's Addition (Bayview) was long known as the 
"Triangle" and it was originally divided east to west 
by Murray Street. The 19-acre eastern portion of this 
land was purchased by George Pregler (1854-1930) in 
1891 and platted as Pregler's Addition in 1901. Most 
of Pregler's land was a marsh, but he slowly created 
buildable lots by filling the marsh with ashes he 
hauled to the site by hand. On these lots he then 
either put old h ouses he moved to the site and fixed 
up or new houses he built himself. These were then 
sold for $5 down and $5-$10 a month to poor, mostly 
Italian immigrants. All of the housing in this plat was 
eventually demolished in 1962 to make way for the 
Triangle Redevelopment Project and it was then 
replaced by modern housing, off ices, and medical 
centers. 

4 

Seth and Harriet Van Bergen/ 
James and Susan Bowen House 

302 South Mills Street 

1854-1855 

O 

The visionary act of platting the Greenbush Addition 
in 1854 began the real suburban development of 
Madison. A year later, pioneer, Dane County farmer 
and real estate investor, Seth Van Bergen (1814-1900) 
realized his own more bucolic vision when he began 
the construction of this Madison Landmark house as 
the center piece of the 60- a c re farm he owned 
immediately to the west of the Greenbush. This cut 
stone building faces Mills Street, then the major route 
to south Madison, and it is an outstanding example 
of early Italianate design. Its hilltop setting and the 
absence of any neighboring houses or vegetation 
made it a prominent visual landmark in the area for 
many years. 
Van Bergen lived in his new house with his wife, 
Harriet Bushnell Van Bergen, until 1859 when he 
sold both the house and farm to Madison's fi rst 
homeopathic physician, Dr. James Bowen and his 
wife, Susan. Bowen (1815- 1 881 ) achieved success 
both as a physician and as a businessman and 
became mayor of Madison in 1871. After Bowen's 
death, the house was inherited first by his daughter, 
Susan Bowen Ramsey, wife of First National Bank 
cashier Wayne Ramsey, and then by the Ramsey's 
son, James Ramsey, who later became one of the 
founders of the Ra y-O-Vac Battery Company. 

5 



Matthew and Anna Maria Hause 
House 

1017 Drake Street 
1855 

0 

The Creek Revival style Hause house was one of the 
first houses built in the new Greenbush Addition. Its 
solid brick walls, heavy cut stone lintels and simple, 
dignified two- story design make it the most 
impressive of the several other surviving brick 
houses in the immediate vicinity built in the 
mid-1850s. These include the house directly behind 
a t 1014 Emerald Street, built for bookbinder John nnd 
Dorothea Eberhard in 1855, and the James Blakeley 
house located nl 1140 Drake Street, which was built 
in 1857. 

Each of these houses, and most of the other houses 
built in Madison in the 1850s, were innuenccd to 
some degree by the Greek Revival style- the first 
national style to be widely used in Wisconsin. Creek 
Revival style buildings arc generally symmetrical in 
design, orderly in appearance, and feature regularly 
spaced door and window openings. The features 
most common ly associated with this style include: 
porticos and corner pilasters; prominent, generally 
front-facing gables framed with wide structural and 
decorative elements; low- pitched gable or hip roofs; 
and classically inspired cornices with end returns. 
Vernacular examples such as the Eberhard and 
Blakeley houses often make do with a limited 
number of Creek Revival details such as p<..'Climentcd 
gable ends and returned cornices. 
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Elijah Holborn/Louis and 
Catherine Voiyer House 

612 South Brooks Street 
1857 

0 

In April of 1857 Cha ndler Chapman, one or the 
developers of the Greenbush Addition, sold lhc lot 
on which this small house sits to Elijah 1-lolborn on a 
land contract. This contract stipulated that in return 
for paying $4 down, Holborn would build a house 
worth at least $400 on the lot and enclose it with a 
picket fence within two months of the signing of the 
contract. Holborn appears to have fulfilled his side of 
the agreement and the result is the small brick Greek 
Revival house we sec today. A year later, in October 
1858, Holborn sold this house to stonecutter Louis 
Voiyer and his wife Catherine, who lived here for the 
next seven years. 

Chapman appears to have used the same means to 
get houses built on a number of the other tots he held 
in the Greenbush Addition at the time, including tho 
lot next door at 602 South Brooks Street, on which 
James and Mary Joss built a house in 1857. This may 
have been a necessary expedient since the nationwide 
financial panic of 1857 dealt a serious blow to many 
construction plans, but Chapman may have also 
wanted lo get as many houses as possible built in this 
distant location as an inducement to other 
prospective purchasers. 
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distant location as an inducement to other 
prospective purchasers. 
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Matthew and Anna Maria Hause 
House 

1017 Drake Street 
1855 

0 

The Creek Revival style Hause house was one of the 
first houses built in the new Greenbush Addition. Its 
solid brick walls, heavy cut stone lintels and simple, 
dignified two- story design make it the most 
impressive of the several other surviving brick 
houses in the immediate vicinity built in the 
mid-1850s. These include the house directly behind 
a t 1014 Emerald Street, built for bookbinder John nnd 
Dorothea Eberhard in 1855, and the James Blakeley 
house located nl 1140 Drake Street, which was built 
in 1857. 
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national style to be widely used in Wisconsin. Creek 
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spaced door and window openings. The features 
most common ly associated with this style include: 
porticos and corner pilasters; prominent, generally 
front-facing gables framed with wide structural and 
decorative elements; low- pitched gable or hip roofs; 
and classically inspired cornices with end returns. 
Vernacular examples such as the Eberhard and 
Blakeley houses often make do with a limited 
number of Creek Revival details such as p<..'Climentcd 
gable ends and returned cornices. 
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Elijah Holborn/Louis and 
Catherine Voiyer House 

612 South Brooks Street 
1857 

0 

In April of 1857 Cha ndler Chapman, one or the 
developers of the Greenbush Addition, sold lhc lot 
on which this small house sits to Elijah 1-lolborn on a 
land contract. This contract stipulated that in return 
for paying $4 down, Holborn would build a house 
worth at least $400 on the lot and enclose it with a 
picket fence within two months of the signing of the 
contract. Holborn appears to have fulfilled his side of 
the agreement and the result is the small brick Greek 
Revival house we sec today. A year later, in October 
1858, Holborn sold this house to stonecutter Louis 
Voiyer and his wife Catherine, who lived here for the 
next seven years. 
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Cronin Brothers Building 

402 South Park Street 
1889 

---
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In 1889 Lhe Cronin l3rothers (John and Mallhew) 
removed their s.iloon from its longtime downtown 
home at 9½ West Main Street to their new building 
loc.ited on the corner of Vilas Avenue and Park 
Street. This frame building is now the oldest 
commercial build.ing in the Greenbush Addition. It is 
a fine and largely intact example of the Italianate 
vernacular style that was enormously popular for 
commercial buildings during this period. Al Cirsl the 
Cronins ran a saloon on the first floor and Matthew 
Cronin lived in the apartment above. l3ut three years 
later they sold the building to Peter Koltes, who 
divided the first floor and operated both a saloon and 
a grocery store. 

After Kolles retired, his grocery store was run by 
Moses Sweet, one of the first members of what would 
become one of Madison's largest Jewish fami lies. 
Sweet's s tore served Madison's growing Jewish 
community, whose homes then lined Mound Street 
between Park and Murray Streets. The spiritual and 
social center of this community was the Agudas 
Achim Synagogue (built on the comer of Mound and 
Park Street in 1904). Eventually, larger synagogues 
were needed, culminating in the construction of the 
current l3eth Israel Center at 1406 Mound Street. 
Almost all the original buildings associated with this 
community, including the first synagogue, were later 
demolished for tho Triangle Redevelopment Project 
and the expansion of Madison General Hospital. 

8 

Michael and Katherine O'Connell (D 
House 

1022 Mound Street 
1897 

This excellent and highly intact Queen Anne style 
residence was built on the corner of Mound and Mills 
Streets as the home of Michael O'Connell (1864-1927) 
and his wife, Katherine O'Connell (1860-1931). By 
1897 the movement to the suburbs was starting to 
become a reality in Madison. The 1892 platting of the 
Dowen farm just across Mills Street from the 
O'Connclls' lot gave this area an added boost. The lot 
is on the western edge of the Greenbush Addition, 
and during their lifetime it was also just six ~locks 
away from the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad 
yards. This was an important consideration for 
O'Connell, who worked as a flagman for the railroad 
and most likely walked to work. 

Both the wide, encircling veranda of the O'Connell 
house and the elaborate treatment of its gable ends 
are characteristics commonly associated with the 
Queen Anne style. The stylistic evolution of some of 
these design e lements can also be s tudied by 
examining later buildings in the area. For instance, 
the typically Queen Anne style treatment of the 
half-limbered gable ends of the O'Connell house can 
be compared with the similar but sim plified 
American Craftsman style treatment of the ji:ble end 
on the front of the Charles Marks House, @ which 
was built in 1905. 
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I n  1 889 t he Cro n i n  Brothers (John and M a t t hew)  
removed t hei r sa loon from i ts  longt ime downtown 
home at  9% West Main Street to their new bu i ld ing 
located on t h e  corner of V i l a s  Ave n u e  a n d  Pa r k  
S t reet .  T h i s  fra m e  b u i l d i n g  is n o w  t h e  o ldes t  
commerc ial bu i ld ing in the Greenbush Addi t ion .  It is 
a fine and largely i n tact  exa m ple of the I ta l ianate 
vernacul a r  s tyle that was enormously pop u l a r  for 
commerc ia l buildings during this period. At first the 
Cronins  ran a sa loon on the first floor and Matthew 
Cronin l ived in t he apartment above. But three years 
la ter t hey so ld  the bui ld ing to Peter Kol tes, w h o  
d ivided the fi rst floor and operated both a saloon and 
a grocery store. 

A fte r Kol tes ret i red, h i s  grocery store was run by 
Moses Sweet, one of the first members of what would 
become one of Mad ison 's largest Jewish fam i l ies.  
Sweet' s  store served Mad ison's  gro w i n g  Je wish 
communi ty, whose homes then l i ned Mound Street 
between Park and M urray Streets. The spir i tual  and 
socia l  center of th is co m m u n i ty was the  Ag u das 
Ach i m  Synagogue (bu i lt on the corner of Mound and 
Park Street in  1 904). Eventua l ly, large r synagogues 
were needed, culminating in the const ruction of the 
cu rrent Beth  I s rael Center a t  1 406 Mou nd St reet. 
A lmost all the original bui ldings associa ted with th is  
community, includ ing the first synagogue, were later 
demol ished for the Triangle Redevelopment Project 
and the expansion of Madison General Hospi tal .  
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M ichael and Katherine O'Connell (5) House 

1022 Mound Street 

1897 

This excel lent and highly intact Queen Anne style 
residence was built on tho corner of Mound and Mil ls 
Streets as the home of Michael O'Connell ( 1864- 1927) 
and his wife, Katherine O'Con nell (1 860-1 931 ) . By 
1 897 the movement to the suburbs was start ing to 
become a reality in Madison. The 1892 platting of the 
Bowen fa rm jus t  a c ross M i l l s  St reet from t h e  
O'Connells' lot gave this area an added boost. The lot 
is on the western edge of the Greenbush Add ition, 
and d uring their l i fet ime it was also just six blocks 
a way from the Mi lwa ukee and St.  Pau l  Ra i l road 
yard s .  Th is  was a n  i m por tan t  considera t ion for 
O'Connell, who worked as a flagman for the rai l road 
and most likely walked to work. 

Both the wide, encircling veranda of the O'Connell 
house and the elaborate treatment of i ts gable ends 
are characteri stics commonly assoc iated with the 
Queen Anne style. The stylistic evolution of some of 
t hese des i g n  elements can a lso be s t ud ied by 
examining later buildings in  the area. For i nstance, 
the  typica l ly Queen Anne style treatment o f  the  
half-timbered gable ends of the  O'Connell house can 
be com pared with the s i m i l a r  but  s i m p l i fied 
American Craftsman style t reatment of the gable end 
on the front of the Charles Marks House, (20) which 
was built in 1905. 
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Brittingham Park 

701 West Brittingham Place 
Ossian C. Simonds, landscape architect 
1905-1911 

The role of the Madison Park and Pleasure Drive 
Association in creating modern Madison is not as 
well known today as it was in 1939 when Ladislas 
Segoe, the nationally famous urban plnnner stnted 
that: "What started out as a movement by a small 
group of men to create pleasure drives through some 
of the beautiful scenery a long the lakes assumed 
wider portions until it has become a real force in 
shaping the development of the city." The 
Association's princip.il tools were the parks that it 
was instrumental in developing in the first decade of 
the century along Madison's then underutilized lake 
shores. The largest of these parks (Tenney Park, Vilas 
Park,@ and Brittingham Park) were each 
constructed by fi lling in low- lying marsh land with 
materials dredged up from the adjacent lakes. Since 
these parks were then located either on tho outskirts 
of the city or in areas rendered unusable by swampy 
conditions, the timely lransformntion of these areas 
gave the largely underdeveloped suburbs that 
surrounded them a major boost and helped to steer 
development activity in their direction. 

10 

In 1905, prominent Madison lumberman and civic 
bonefact<>r Thomas Brittingham (1860- 1924) pledged 
the sum of $8,000 for the creation of a park along the 
shore of the "stinking slough" known today as 
Monona Bay. This area was then mostly a swampy 
dumping ground . Over the next six years, however, 
the work of the Association and Brittingham's 
continuing largess trans formed this area into an 
urban showpiece. Its new bathhouse and beach 
became a favorite summer pleasure ground for all of 
Madison, but especially for the nearby 
Italian- American community in the Greenbush 
Addition, who fondly referred to it as "Columbus 
Park" in honor of their illus trious countryman. 
Ultimately, Brittingham's gifts totalled $24,500 for 
which the city gained a 27-acre park that eventually 
extended around almost the entire shoreline of 
Monona Bay, plus a bathhouse (demolished), and a 
boathouse that is now a Madison Landmark. 
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Italian- American community in the Greenbush 
Addition, who fondly referred to it as "Columbus 
Park" in honor of their illus trious countryman. 
Ultimately, Brittingham's gifts totalled $24,500 for 
which the city gained a 27-acre park that eventually 
extended around almost the entire shoreline of 
Monona Bay, plus a bathhouse (demolished), and a 
boathouse that is now a Madison Landmark. 

11 

Brittingham Park 

701 West Brittingham Place 
Ossian C. Simonds, landscape architect 
1905-191 1 

@ 

The role of t he M ad ison Park and Pleasure Drive 
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St. Mary's Hospital 

720 South Brooks Street 
Ferdinand Kronenberg, architect 
1911-1912 with additions 
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Madison's current reputation as a hospital center 
began with the establishment of the two hospitals 
located within the Brittingham-Greenbush area, the 
earliest of which is the Madison General Hospital 
complex located at 202 South Park Street. This 
complex evolved from Mad ison's first public 
hospital, a building constructed on the same site in 
1903 (demolished). Its creation was a major victory 
for local supporters of public health and for the 
newly energized women's movement, which worked 
tirelessly to establish Madison General. The hospital's 
immediate success paved the way for the other 
hospitals which were to follow. 

The growing demand for hospital rooms emboldened 
Madison's Catholic community to begin planning 
another hospital. After several false starts they chose 
the two-acre former site of Madison's first Catholic 
cemetery located at the southern end of Mills and 
Brooks Streets. Rev. H. C. Hengel of St. Paul's Chapel 
convinced the Sister's of St. Mary in St. Louis, 
Missouri, to construct a 70-bed $157,000 hospital 
designed by Madison architect, Ferdinand 
Kronenberg. This building was completed in ·1912 
and is now the oldest unit of the St. Mary's complex. 
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Longfellow School 

1010 Chandler Street 
Law, Law and Potter, architects 
1918 with additions 

Longfellow School i~ one of the most architecturally 
distinguished of all Madison's school buildings. The 
excellence of the design of the Tudor and Jacobean­
influenced stone detailing on its center portion and 
around its entrance doors is typical of the best work 
of the distinguished Madison architectural firm of 
Law, Law, and Potter. This firm wa s Madison's 
largest during the 1920s and 1930s and was 
responsible for many of the city's best known 
landmarks among which arc two other city schools: 
West High (1930) and Marquette (1938-1939). 

The nearly symmetrical Chandler Street facade of 
Longfellow School belies the fact that the school was 
built in three stages over a 20- year period as the 
needs of the neighborhood expanded. The first stage 
was the northernmost one and it contained 
classrooms on its first and second floors and a gym in 
its basement. The second stage was the projecting 
central block that bisects the main facade and 
contained the two-story school auditorium, while the 
third and last stage was the largest and contained a 
new gym, clinic, library, music room, and more 
classrooms. 

Longfellow was the grade school of the Greenbush 
community and is remembered with fondness by 
many ex- res idents. ft s use as a school was 
discontinued in 1980. 
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Mad ison's current reputa t ion as a hospital  center 
began with the establ ishment of the two hospi tals 
located within the Britt ingham-Greenbush area, the 
earliest of  which i s  the Mad ison Genera l Hospita l  
com plex  located a t  202 So u t h  Pa rk  S t reet . Th i s  
com pl e x  evolved f rom M ad i so n 's  f i r s t  pub l i c  
hosp i tal, a build ing constructed on the same si te i n  
1903 (demolished) .  I ts creation was a major victory 
fo r loca l su pporters of publ ic h ea l t h  and for the 
newly energized women's movement, which worked 
tirelessly to establ i sh Madison General .  The hospi ta l 's 
i m med ia te success paved the  way fo r the other 
hospitals which were to fol low. 

The growing demand for hospital rooms emboldened 
Madison's Catholic community to begin  plann ing 
another hospital. After several false starts they chose 
the two-acre former site of Madison's first Ca tholic 
cemetery located at the southern end of M i lls and 
Brooks Streets. Rev. H. C. Hengel of St. Paul 's Chapel 
con v i n ced the S is ter's of St.  M ary in  St. Lou i s, 
M issouri, to construct a 70-bed $1 57,000 hospita l  
designed by Mad i son a rchi t ect, Ferd i n a n d  
Kronenberg. This bui lding was completed i n  1 91 2  
and i s  now the oldest unit o f  the St. Mary's complex. 
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Longfellow School 
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Longfel low School is one of the most a rch itectural ly 
d istinguished of all Madison's school buildings. The 
excel lence of the design of the Tudor and J a cobean­
influenced stone detailing on its center portion and 
around its entrance doors is typical of the best work 
of the d is t ingu ished Mad ison archi tectural  fi rm of  
La w, Law, and Pot ter. Th is  f i rm was Madison ' s  
l a rges t d u ri n g  t h e  1 9 20s  a n d  1 930s a n d  was 
responsib le  for m a ny of t h e  c i ty's best k n o w n  
landmarks among which are two other city schools: 
West High (1930) and Marquette (1 938-1 939). 

The nea rly symmetrical Chandler St reet facade of 
Longfellow School belies the fact that the school was 
built in  three stages over a 20-yea r period as the 
needs of the neighborhood expanded. The first stage 
wa s t h e  n o r t hern m ost o n e  a n d  it con t a i ned 
classrooms on i t s  first and second floors and a gym in 
i ts basemen t .  The second stage was t he projecting 
cen t ra l  b lock  t h a t  b i sec t s  t h e  m a i n  facad e a n d  
contained the two-story school auditorium, while the 
th i rd and last stage was the largest and contained a 
new gym, c l i n ic,  l ibrary, m usic room,  a nd m o re 
classrooms. 

Longfellow was the grade school of  the Greenbush 
commun i ty  and is remembered with fond ness by 
m a n y  ex-res i d e n t s .  I t s  use as  a schoo l  w a s  
d i scon t i n ued in  1 980. 
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Italian Workmen's Club 

914 Regent Street 
1922 nnd 1936 
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The Italian immigrants who came to M;idison around 
1900 soon created lhcir own local inslilulions, as had 
other national groups who had arrived here before 
them. These institutions served both secular and 
religious purposes and they helped to give the new 
arrivals a sense of community. Many of lhe buildings 
associated with Madison's Italian- American 
institutions such as St. Joseph's Church 0915) were 
later demolished by urban renewal projects in the 
Greenbush. Also demolished were most of the area's 
Ita lian restaurants, which were once so numerous 
that the intersection of Park and Regent Streets was 
know throughout Madison as "Spaghetti Corners." 
Today the only survivor is Josie's Restaurant (906 
Regent Street), built in 1941 as Jimmie's, 

Just two doors away from Josie's is the most 
important of the surviving institutions associated 
with this once vibrant ethnic neighborhood- the 
Italian Workmen's Club. This club was founded as a 
mutual benefit organization in 1912 to help members 
burdened by the costs of illness, injury or death. By 
1922 its members were able to build their own 
clubhouse using volunteer labor and equipment 
donated in part by local contractor and former city 
engineer, john lcke. The club has served for years as a 
community social center. It continues to thrive with 
over 250 members. 

14 

Benjamin and Frances DiSalvo 
Building 

802 negent Street 
1923 

As the Italian- American community in Madison 
prospered, many of its early members were 
eventually able lo realize the dream of most 
immigrants and purchase land upon which to build 
their homes and businesses. Prominent among the 
first generation of this community were Sicilian 
native Ben DiSalvo and his wife Frances who built 
this substantial brick building in 1923. The DiSalvos 
lived in the large second noor apartment and used 
the first floor to house their grocery store and food 
importing business. This living arrangement was 
called "living above the shop" and had been practiced 
in Europe for centuries prior to ils introduction in 
America. 

DiSalvo's Imported Foods soon became a Greenbush 
institution. After DiSalvo retired in 1945 the store 
continued lo be run by his sons until Tom DiSalvo 
retired in 1984. When Ben DiSalvo opened his new 
store it was one of 16 llallan--0wned grocery stores in 
the neighborhood. DiSalvo's branched out into 
related areas as business warranted and the store 
later added a bakery, a meat market, and a liquor 
department. They also built a ono--story annex next 
door in the same style as the store. Located where the 
side parking lot is now and used for years as 
DiSalvo's Spaghetti House, the annex burned down 
in the early 1960s. 
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1922 its members were able to build their own 
clubhouse using volunteer labor and equipment 
donated in part by local contractor and former city 
engineer, john lcke. The club has served for years as a 
community social center. It continues to thrive with 
over 250 members. 
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Benjamin and Frances DiSalvo 
Building 

802 negent Street 
1923 

As the Italian- American community in Madison 
prospered, many of its early members were 
eventually able lo realize the dream of most 
immigrants and purchase land upon which to build 
their homes and businesses. Prominent among the 
first generation of this community were Sicilian 
native Ben DiSalvo and his wife Frances who built 
this substantial brick building in 1923. The DiSalvos 
lived in the large second noor apartment and used 
the first floor to house their grocery store and food 
importing business. This living arrangement was 
called "living above the shop" and had been practiced 
in Europe for centuries prior to ils introduction in 
America. 

DiSalvo's Imported Foods soon became a Greenbush 
institution. After DiSalvo retired in 1945 the store 
continued lo be run by his sons until Tom DiSalvo 
retired in 1984. When Ben DiSalvo opened his new 
store it was one of 16 llallan--0wned grocery stores in 
the neighborhood. DiSalvo's branched out into 
related areas as business warranted and the store 
later added a bakery, a meat market, and a liquor 
department. They also built a ono--story annex next 
door in the same style as the store. Located where the 
side parking lot is now and used for years as 
DiSalvo's Spaghetti House, the annex burned down 
in the early 1960s. 
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St. James Roman Catholic Church @ 

1130 St. James Court 
Ferdinand Kronenberg, architect 
1923 

As the population of Madison swelled around the 
turn-of- the-century and the exodus to the suburbs 
started, some of the city's existing religious 
organizations began to seek out suburban sites for 
new churches. One of the first was the predominantly 
German parish of Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, 
located at 120 W. Johnson Street. By 1904 many of its 
members lived in the area near Bowen's Addition, as 
did many new immigrants from Bavaria. This 
prompted the pastor of Holy Redeemer, Father Alois 
Z itterl, to approach the Wayne Ramsey family 
G)afler hearing that Mrs. Ramsey had made a 
deathbed request in 1904 asking her family to donate 
land to a worthy religious organization. The family 
replied by donating six lots for the site of a new 
church. 

The newly formed parish built a brick church and 
school building on these lots in 1905-1906 along with 
a brick rectory (extant) located at 1.128 St. James 
Court. These buildings, dedicated to St. James, were 
named after the first name of Mrs. Ramsey's father 
and son. The present church was built in 1923 
between the two original buildings and was designed 
by German-born architect Ferdinand Kronenberg. 
This is one of Kronenbcrg's finest works and it is also 
the best example of late Romanesque Revival 
architecture in Madison. In 1958 the original 
church-school building was torn down to make way 
for a new school. 
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Annie C. Stewart Memorial 
Fountain 

Erin Street at Wingra Street 
I'retleric C. Clasgeus, sculptor 
1917-1925 
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In 1906 Mrs. Mary Stewart left $2,000 to the Madison 
Park and Pleasure Drive Association for the erect ion 
o( a public drinking fountain in memory of her 
daughter, Annie C. Stewart. Finally, in 1917, the 
Association commissioned Ohio- born sculptor 
F'redcric C. C lasgens to design an appropriate 
structure to be located adjacent to what was then the 
main pedestrian entrance to the zoo. @ Clasgcns 
had received his first training at the Cincinnati Art 
Institute and then spent most of the next two decades 
working in Europe. He probably owed this Madison 
commission to the influence of hi s sister and 
brother-in- law, Mr. and Mrs. 13. J. Halligan, who 
were long- lime Madison residents and Park and 
Pleasure Drive Assoclation members. 

Clasgen's design featured a round concrete basin 
decorated with ocean motifs. On the tall concrete 
pedestal at the center was placed a group carved 
from marble representing a mermaid, a dolphin, and 
a triton (a youthful attendant of the gods of the sea). 
Two marble tritons adorned the sides of the basin 
and held conch shells from which drinking water 
flowed. The work was co mpleted by 1925, but 
vandals damaged the fountain in 1931 and 1943. The 
City is now contemplating restoring the fountain to 
its original condition. 
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St. James Roman Catholic Church 
(II) 

1 130 St. James Court 
Ferdinand Kronenberg, architect 
1923 

As the popu lation of Madison swelled around the 
t urn-of- t he-century and the exodus to the suburbs 
s tar ted,  so m e  of t he c i ty ' s  e x i s t i n g  re l ig ious  
organizations began to seek out  suburba n s i tes for 
new churches. One of the first was the predom inan tly 
German parish of Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, 
located at 1 20 W. Johnson St reet. By 1904 many of i ts  
members lived in the area near Bowen's Addition, as 
d i d  m a n y  n e w  i m m i gra n ts from Bavari a .  T h is 
prompted t he pastor of Holy Redeemer, Father Alois 
Z i t t erl ,  to a p p roach t he Wayne Ramsey fa m i l y  
( a fter  h ear i n g  t h a t  M rs .  Ra msey h a d  m a d e  a 
deathbed request in 1 904 asking her fami ly to donate 
land to a worthy rel igious organizat ion .  The family 
repl ied b y  donat i n g  six lots for the site of a new 
church . 
The newly formed parish bu i lt a brick church and 
school bui lding on these lots in 1 905-1906 along with 
a brick rectory (ex ta nt )  located at 1 1 28 St . James 
Court. These build ings, dedicated to St. James, were 
named after the first name of Mrs. Ramsey's father 
a nd so n .  The p rese n t  c h u rc h  was b u i l t  i n  1 923 
between the two original buildings and was designed 
by German-born archi tect Ferd i nand Kronenberg. 
This is one of Kronenberg's finest works and it is a lso 
t h e  best exa m p le o f  l a te Rom an esque Reviva l 
arc h i tectu re i n  Mad i so n .  I n  1 958 t he or ig i n a l  
church-school building was torn down t o  make way 
for a new school. 
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Annie C. Stewart Memorial 

Founta in  

Erin Street a t  Wingra Street 
Frederic C. Clasgens, sculptor 
1917-1925 
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I n  1 906 Mrs. Mary Stewart left $2,000 to the Madison 
Park a nd Pleasure Drive Associa t ion for the erect ion 
of a publ ic  d r i n ki ng fou nta in  in memo ry of her 
d aughter, A nnie  C. Stewa rt. Final ly, i n  1 9 1 7, the 
A ssocia t ion  com m iss ioned Ohi o-bor n  scu l ptor 
Fred eric  C. C l as gen s to des ign  a n  a p p ro pr ia te  
structure to  be located adjacent to what was then the 
main pedestrian entra nce to the zoo. (I9) Clasgens 
had received h is  first tra in ing at t he Cincinnat i  Art 
I n sti tute and then spent most of the next t wo decades 
working in Europe. He probably owed t his Madison 
co m m iss ion  to t he i n fl uence of h i s  s is ter  a n d  
brothe r-i n- l a w, Mr .  and M rs. B. J .  Ha l l igan, w ho 
were l o n g-t i me Mad ison residents and Park and 
Pleasure Drive A ssociation members. 
Clasgen's  design featu red a round concrete basi n 
decorated with ocean mot i fs. On the tal l  concrete 
pedestal at t he center was placed a group carved 
from marble representing a mermaid, a dolph i n, and 
a triton (a youthful attendant of the gods of the sea). 
Two marble tritons adorned the sides of t he basin 
and held conch shells from which d ri n king water 
f lowed .  The  work was co m p l et ed by 1 925, b u t  
vandals damaged t he fountain i n  1 931  a nd 1 943. The 
City is  now contem pla ting restoring t he fountain to 
its original condit ion.  
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The Wingra Park-Oakland 
Heigh ts Area 

Historical Development 
The Wingra Park Addition was platted in 1889. It was 
the first of Madison's modern suburbs to be created 
in response to the desire of many to escape from the 
increasingly crowded conditions on the isthmus. The 
developer of this addition was longtime Madison 
resident William Fish (1833-1904). Fish was then a 
partner in the firm of Sorensen, Fredrickson, and 
Fish, proprietors of the Madison Planing Mill and 
Lumberyard and the city's most successful building 
contractor in the 1870s and l880s. Fish had, in fact, 
played a key role in creating the very conditions his 
new suburb was designed to alleviate. 

The 106-acre Van Dusen farm Fish purchased for his 
new suburb in 1889 was largely open, well-drained 
land that adjoined the western edge of the existing 
city limits. Fish quickly had a p.lal drawn by local 
engineer and surveyor McClellan Dodge and then 
formed the Madison Land and Improvement Co. lo 
sell the 380+ lots Dodge had laid oul. Ads in the local 
papers began offering "choice bargains" and "cheap 
homes" and targeted "Merchants, Clerks, and 
Bookkeepers" and 'The Retired Farmer, the Mechanic 
and the Laborer" as the potential owners of these lots. 
Sales were slow, however, due to a poor national 
economy and the lack of public transportation in the 
area. Even changing the pitch to target more weallhy 
prospects could not alleviate the basic handicap of 
being a few years in advance of demand, and in 1893 
Fish sold all his unsold lots to H.C. Adams, H.C. 
Thom, and C.E. Bross and used the lessons he had 
learned to form the University Heights Company, 
whose plat was at the end of the newly extended 
streetcar lino. 

The new proprietors of Wlngra Park set about 
remedying the plat's defects by forming the Wingra 
Park Advancement Association on October 31, 1893. 
The stated purpose of the new association was "to 
beautify and improve Wingra Park" and it did so by 
organizing the owners of the lots into a highly 
effective group who worked for needed community 
improvements in much the same way as today's 
neighborhood associations do. This work was made 
easier by the fact that all three of the plat's principal 
proprietors built homes of their own in the plat and 
made the improvement of the area part of their daily 
lives. 
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Ono o( the first acts of the association was to build a 
neighborhood center@ as a visible symbol of their 
community and as a place where neighborhood 
activities could take place. They then began a local 
subscription drive to bring electric street lights to the 
area in 1895 (an effort made easier by H. C. Thom's 
position as manager of the Four Lakes Light and 
Power Co.). In 1897 the electric street car line was 
extended down Breese Terrace to Monroe Street and 
then on to Forest Hills cemetery. This act was the 
single most important event in securing the success 
of the plat and was largely due to the efforts of H. C. 
Adams and William Fish, each of whom took the 
responsibility in their own plat for securing the 
franchise, organizing the successful effort to assess 
each lot owner $25 for the cost of the road, and 
overseeing the actual construction. The road was 
then donated to tho streetcar company and the 
opening of tho new line finally brought the suburb to 
the city's door. 

The intent of these efforts did not go unnoticed. In 
1896 Edwa.rd Riley (1847- 1926) purchased the land 
between Wingra Park and Bowen's Addition from 
the Illinois Central Railroad, and formed the Oakland 
Heights Addition. Even though both its lots and 
buildings were slightly smaller than those in Wingra 
Park, the new plat seems lo have been considered an 
addition to Wingra Park both by outsiders and by 
residents, and it loo benefited from and supported 
the actions of the Wingra Park Association. 

By the time both additions were annexed to the city 
in L903 this whole area was considered one of 
Madison·s finest residential districts, a view that is 
still true today. The sizeable group of houses within 
this area contains some of Madison's finest Queen 
Anne, Prairie School, and period revival homes. 
These buildings now constitute one of Madison's 
most important and intact architectural legacies. 
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Heights Area 
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George Nielson/Ralph and Amy 
Vernon House 

1716 Jefferson Street 
George Nielson, carpenter 
1892 

® 

The great majority of houses built in Madison were 
built by contractors who used pu blished p lans as 
the source of their designs. Usually, pairing the 
names of these contractors with a specific house is 
impossible, but occasionally, as in this case, if the 
o riginal owner is a lso known to have been a 
contractor, it is safe to assume that contractor and 
owner were one and the same. George Nielson was 
a carpen ter-contractor living at 723 University 
Avenue (gone) when he built this fine Queen Anne 
style house in Wingra Park in 1892 as a speculative 
venture. In 1893 Nielson sold the house to realtor 
and retired Dane County sheriff Ralph Vernon and 
his wife Amy. 

Two doors away from the Nielson house is the 
equally fine Queen Anne style James and Elizabeth 
Bull house located at 1724 Jefferson Street. Bull, a 
retired farmer, buill this house in 1891-lhe fourth 
one in the new subdivision. The trees Bull planted 
on the corner of his property were the first to be 
planted in the new suburb, which had previously 
been a dairy and truck farm, and in 1891 was still an 
open field sloping down to Lake Wingra. 
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Wingra Park Advancement 
Association Hall 

1723 Monroe Street 
/01111 Cory, carpenter 
1893 

The Wingra Park Advancement Associc1tion Hall is 
the earliest non- residential builtling in the Wingra 
Park- Oakland I !eights arcc1. It origina lly sat on an 
adjacent lot ar<>und the corner at 807 Grant Street. 
The Association was formed on October 31, 1893, by 
H. C. Adams, H. C. Thom, and C. E. Dross, all 
prominent Madison men who had just purchased all 
of the unsold lots in Wingra Park from the plat's 
developer, William Fish. The purpoi;e of the 
Association was to beautify and improve Wingra 
Park, and not surprisingly most of its members were 
Wingra Park residents. 

One of lhe first acts of the new association was to 
request bids for the construction of a neighborhood 
hall, which could be used for social and 
administrative purposes by the association and could 
be rented out to others. The winning bid of $658 
came from carpenter John Cory. This simple frame 
building was ready for interior plastering by 
November 15, 1893. The new hall was then used by 
the Association until it disbanded in 1910. During 
this period the hall also served as the town of 
Madison town hall, besides housing Sunday school 
classes and dances. The hall was sold to painting 
contractors Cork and Holl. Years later the building 
was moved around lhe corner to its present location. 
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venture. In 1 893 Nielson sold the house to real tor 
a nd retired Dane County sheriff Ralph Vernon and 
his wife Amy. 

Two d oors a way from the Nielson house Is the 
equally f ine Queen A n ne style James and El izabeth 
Bull house located a t  1 724 Jefferson Street. Bull ,  a 
retired farmer, built t his house in 1 891-t he fourth 
one in the new subdivision. The trees Bull plan ted 
on t he corner of h i s  property were the firs t  to be 
planted in t he new suburb, which had  previously 
been a dairy and truck farm, and in 1 891 was st i l l  an 
open field sloping down to Lake Wingra. 
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Wingra Park Advancement  
Associat ion Ha l l  

1723 Monroe Street 

John Cory, carpenter 
1893 

The W i ngra Park Adva ncement Associa t ion Hall is 
t he earl iest no n- res i d entia l bu i ld ing i n  the Wingra 
Pa rk-Oa kland Heigh ts area . I t  o rigi na l ly  sat on an 
adjacen t lot around t he corner a t  807 Gran t  Street. 
The Association was formed on October 3 1 ,  1 893, by 
H .  C. A d a m s, H .  C .  Thom, a nd C .  E. B ross,  a l l  
prominent Mad ison men who had just purchased a l l  
of  the  unsold lots i n  Wingra Park from t he plat 's 
d evel oper,  W i l l i a m  F ish . T h e  p u r pose o f  t he 
Associat ion was to beaut i fy and  i m prove Wingra 
Park, and not surprisingly most of its members were 
Wingra Park residents. 

One of the fi rst acts of t he new associat ion was to 
request bids for t he construction of a neighborhood 
h a l l ,  w h i c h  cou l d  be used for soc i a l  a nd 
ad ministrative purposes by the associat ion and could 
be ren ted out  to others. The w i n n i n g  b id of $658 
came from carpenter John Cory. This sim ple frame 
b u i ld i ng wa s rea d y  fo r i n t er ior  p las te r ing  by 
November 15, 1 893. The new hall was then used by 
the Association u nt i l  i t  d isbanded i n  1 910.  During 
t h is per iod t h e  h a l l  a l so served a s  t h e  town of 
Madison town hall ,  besides housing Sunday school 
classes and dances. The hal l  was sold to pa in t ing 
contractors Cork and Hol t. Years later the building 
was moved a round the corner to its present location. 

23 



Richard and Ella 
Dudgeon House 

1820 Jefferson Street 
1893-1894 

Another of the earliest buildings in Wingra Park is 
this excellent Queen Anne house built for Richard 
Dudgeon (1853- 1922) and his wife, Ella (1857- 1933). 
Dudgeon was a distinguished Wisconsin educator 
who had just been named the superintendent of the 
Madison public schools in 1891, a position he filled 
until the year before his death. In 1894 ho was named 
the president of the Wisconsin State Teachers 
Association and he also served as the secretary of the 
Wingra Park Advancement Association from 1895 to 
1902. 

White not huge, the ample size of the Dudgeons' 
house was appropriate to their new status in 
Madison. It was also typical of the size and design of 
other houses then built elsewhere in Wingra Park. 
Almost all of the houses built in Wingra Park before 
1900 were influenced in some degree by the Queen 
Anne style. The Dudgeon house, with its towered, 
asymmetrical main facade and ils combination of 
clapboard and wood shingle siding, is one of the best 
of these houses. Dudgeon lived in this house until his 
death, as did his wife afterwards, and the house was 
then lived in by their son, Sidney Dudgeon. This 
unusually long family tenure undoubtedly helps 
explain why the house still exhibits such a high 
degree of integrity today. 
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Leslie and Grace Burd House 

1603 Jefferson Street 
1897 

Architectural fashion underwent a transition in the 
1890s from the more elaborate Queen Anne style 
houses that had predominated in Madison and 
elsewhere to buildings exhibiting simpler, more 
classically- inspired designs which drew their 
inspiration from America's colonial past. As in any 
other transitional period, however, some designs 
tried to have it both ways and the results occasionally 
bordered on the eccentric. A case in point is this 
highly individualistic design created by an unknown 
architect for Leslie and Crace Burd. Burd was then 
the clerk of the UW Board of Regents and his new 
house was the first house built in Oakland Heights. 
The basically cruciform plan of the house typified 
many of the smaller Queen Anne style houses of the 
day, but the Dutch Colonial gambrel roofs, with their 
Palladian window groups, looked forward to the 
period revival styles that were to follow. The very 
elaborate shingling in the gable ends, though, echoes 
the complexity of the Queen Anne style. 

In 1904 noted Madison attorney Emerson Ela 
(1875-1956) built a larger but more restrained version 
of this house at 1101 Grant Streat. While its plan and 
massing still retained echoes of the Queen Anne 
style, its greater simplicity was much more in 
keeping with its Dutch Colonial precedents. 
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Richard and Ella 
Dudgeon House 

1820 Jefferson Street 
1893-1894 

Another of the earliest buildings in Wingra Park is 
this excellent Queen Anne house built for Richard 
Dudgeon (1853- 1922) and his wife, Ella (1857- 1933). 
Dudgeon was a distinguished Wisconsin educator 
who had just been named the superintendent of the 
Madison public schools in 1891, a position he filled 
until the year before his death. In 1894 ho was named 
the president of the Wisconsin State Teachers 
Association and he also served as the secretary of the 
Wingra Park Advancement Association from 1895 to 
1902. 

White not huge, the ample size of the Dudgeons' 
house was appropriate to their new status in 
Madison. It was also typical of the size and design of 
other houses then built elsewhere in Wingra Park. 
Almost all of the houses built in Wingra Park before 
1900 were influenced in some degree by the Queen 
Anne style. The Dudgeon house, with its towered, 
asymmetrical main facade and ils combination of 
clapboard and wood shingle siding, is one of the best 
of these houses. Dudgeon lived in this house until his 
death, as did his wife afterwards, and the house was 
then lived in by their son, Sidney Dudgeon. This 
unusually long family tenure undoubtedly helps 
explain why the house still exhibits such a high 
degree of integrity today. 
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Leslie and Grace Burd House 

1603 Jefferson Street 
1897 
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Belle Fuller House 

2009 Madison Street 
1902 

Some houses catch the eye because of their 
costliness and elaborate design, others because of 
the beauty of their proportions or their sense of the 
picturesque. Still others impress because of their 
absolute integrity and their ability to perfectly 
portray a period or style. Among the latte r is this 
excellent example of an ea rly American 
Foursquare, built in 1902 for Mrs. Belle Fuller. 
While more elaborate examples of this house type 
can be found in Wingra Park, the more typical 
examples such as this were usually built by 
contractors from published designs and arc 
characterized by their box- like ma ss ing and 
rectilinear proportions, their two-story height, and 
their fou r- room floor plans . Ornamentation is 
usually minimal and early examples such as the 
Fulle r House arc typically sided in c lapboard, 
although later examples influenced by the 
American Craftsman style may be sided in a 
combination of materials such as clapboard, wood 
shingles, and s tucco. 

Belle Fuller was a well- known local piano teacher, a 
common occupation for an educated woman of that 
day, and she shared her home with her e lderly 
parents, Thomas and Louisa Plumb. Thomas Plumb 
(1821- 1911) was then a retired printer who came to 
Madison in 1857 and became a respected publisher 
of law blanks. 

26 

Philip and Louisa Noel House 

1922 Adams Street 
1907 

A more complex version of the American 
Foursquare house type is this excellent and highly 
original house built for Philip and Louise Noel in 
1907. Here the flu ted Doric columns and th e 
Palladian style dormers rencct the influence of the 
Georgian Revival. The two-story bays on the sides of 
the house create a la rger and more complex 
building than is usually associated with Foursquare 
houses. This house is also notable for its intact 
carriage house. The Noels lived here for just two 
years before se lling to assistant s tate 
superintendent of public ins truction and future 
s tate budget director James 13. Borden (1869- 1939) 
and his wife Mary. 

This house is actu<"llly a simplified version of the 
more elaborate Georgian Revival house the Noels 
built in 1905 one block away at 2010 Adams Street. 
Noel listed himself as a "miner" in the city directory 
at the time and this outstanding house may have 
been built with the profits from that career. Two 
yea rs later the Noels sold 2010 Adams Street to 
wel I- known Madison photogra phcr Fred Curtiss 
and his wife Kate. Still l.:iter, the house was owned 
for many years by the family of Col. Joseph Jackson 
(1879- 1969), the long time head of the Madison and 
Wi scon sin Foundation and a prominent civic 
benefactor and friend of the UW Arboretum. 
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Belle Fuller House 

2009 Madison Street 

1902 

Som e  ho u ses  ca tch  t h e  eye beca u se o f  t h e i r  
costl iness a nd elaborate design, others because of  
the beauty of the i r  proport ions or thei r sense of the 
pic turesque. Stil l o thers impress because of t h e i r  
abso l u te in tegri ty a n d  their abi l i ty  to perfect ly  
portray a period or style. A mong the la t ter is this 
excel lent  exa m p le of a n  ea r l y  A m er i ca n 
Fo ursqua re, b u i l t i n  1 902 for  M rs .  Belle Fu l l er.  
Whi le  more elaborate exa mples of t h is house type 
ca n be fou n d  i n  W ingra Pa rk, the  more typica l 
exa m p l e s  s u ch as t h i s were u s ua l l y  b u i l t  by 
c o n t ra c t o rs f r o m  p u b l i shed d e s i g n s  a nd a re 
cha racter i zed by the i r  box- l i ke m a ss i n g  a n d  
rect i l inear proportions, their t wo-story height,  and 
t he i r  fou r- room floor p l a n s .  Ornamen t a t i on i s  
usua l ly m i n imal  and early examples such as the  
Fu l ler  Ho use a re t y p i c a l l y  s i d ed i n  c la pboard,  
a l t h ou g h  l a ter  exa m p l es i n f l u enced by t h e 
A me r ica n Cra fts m a n  s t y l e  m a y  be s i d e d i n  a 
combina t ion of materia l s  such as clapboard, wood 
sh ingles, and stucco . 

Be lle Fu l ler was a wel l-known local piano teacher, a 
com mon occupation for a n  educated woman of that 
day, a n d  she shared her home w i t h  her e l d er ly  
pa rents, Thomas and Louisa Plumb. Thomas Plumb 
( 1 821- 1 9 1 1 )  was then a retired printer who came to 
Mad ison in 1 857 and became a respected publisher 
of law blanks. 
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Phil ip and Louisa Noel House 

1922 Adams Street 

1907 

� 

A more co m p l ex vers ion of t he American  
Foursquare house type is th is  excel lent and  highly 
or ig ina l  house bui l t  for Ph i l i p  and Lou ise Noel in  
1 907 .  � H e re t h e  fl u ted  Do r ic  col u m ns a n d  t h e  
Pallad ian style dormers reflect the influence of the 
Georgian Reviva l .  The two-story bays on the sides of 
t h e  h o u s e  crea t e  a l a rger  a n d  m o re c o m p lex  
bu i ld ing t han is usually associated wit h Foursquare 
hou ses. Th i s  ho use is a l so notab le  for i ts i n tact 
carriage house. The  Noels l ived here fo r just t wo 
yea rs  b e fo re sel l i n g to a s s i s t a n t  s t a t e  
s u peri n tenden t of publ ic  i ns t r uct ion and fu t u re 
state budget d i rector James B. Borden (1 8 69- 1 939) 
and his wife Mary. 

This house is act u a l ly a si m pli fied version of the  
more elaborate Georgian Revival house t he Noels 
built i n  1905 one block away at 201 0  Adams St reet. 
Noel l isted h imsel f  as a "miner" in the city d irectory 
at the t i me and th i s  outstand ing  house may have 
been bu i l t  wi t h  t he profits from t ha t  career. Two 
yea rs l a ter  t he Noels  sold 20 1 0  Ada m s  St reet to  
we l l- known Mad ison photo g ra pher Fred Curt iss 
and his wi fe Kate. St i l l  later, the house was owned 
for many years by t he fami ly  of Col . Joseph Jackson 
( 1 879- 1 969), the l ong- t i me head of the Mad ison and 
W i scon s i n Fou n d a t ion a nd a p ro m i ne n t  c i v i c  
benefactor and friend of the  U W  Arboretu m .  
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Henry Vilas Park and Zoo 

702 South Randa.II Avenue 
Ossian C. Simonds, landscape arcl1itect 
1905-1916 

The inspiration for what was to become Henry Vilas 
Park came from a public suggestion made in 1903 
by Wingra Park developer and then U. S. 
Congressman H. C. Adams and local physician Dr. 
Edward Kremers. Their dream was to have the 
25-acre parcel of land along the north shore of Lake 
Wingra secured as a public park. This plan was 
then conveyed by John Olin, the president of the 
Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association, to 
one of Madi son's wealthiest men, former U.S. 
senator a nd postmaster general William Vilas 
(1840- 1908). Vilas and his wife Annie considered 
Olin's proposal on a trip to Europe in the fall of 1903. 
When they returned, they agreed to purchase the 
land for $18,000 provided that the association raise 
$10,000 for its improvement, secure and build a road 
(now Edgewood Drive} along the portion of the Lake 
Wingra shore belonging to St. Clara College (now 
Edgewood College), dredge Wingra Creek, and 
name the park after the Vilas' deceased son, Henry. 
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The Associa tion immediately accepted the Vilas 
offer and engaged Chicago landscape architect 0. 
C. Simonds to plan the new park. Besides the land 
given by Vilas, 50 acres of bog along the lakeshore 
was to be converted into park land by dredging fill 
from the lake. A four- acre portion was to become a 
lagoon. The work to realize this plan continued for 
the next 13 years and resulted in a 65- acre park that 
has long been one of Madison's most cherished 
resources. 

The creation of the Vilas Park Zoo happened by 
accident when the Association was offered a herd of 
five deer in 1910. A decision was made to house 
them at Vilas Park and the new zoo opened in 1911 
with a collection of "nine deer, three ground hogs, 
three wood chucks, two guinea pigs, two rabbits, two 
white rats, one raccoon, one eagle, one squirrel, and 
one toothless red fox." With the continuing support 
of the Association and the Vilas family (who gave a 
total of $82,500 by 1920) this became the nucleus of 
what is today Dane County's most popular tourist 
attraction. 
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Henry Vilas Park and Zoo 

702 South Randa.II Avenue 
Ossian C. Simonds, landscape arcl1itect 
1905-1916 

The inspiration for what was to become Henry Vilas 
Park came from a public suggestion made in 1903 
by Wingra Park developer and then U. S. 
Congressman H. C. Adams and local physician Dr. 
Edward Kremers. Their dream was to have the 
25-acre parcel of land along the north shore of Lake 
Wingra secured as a public park. This plan was 
then conveyed by John Olin, the president of the 
Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association, to 
one of Madi son's wealthiest men, former U.S. 
senator a nd postmaster general William Vilas 
(1840- 1908). Vilas and his wife Annie considered 
Olin's proposal on a trip to Europe in the fall of 1903. 
When they returned, they agreed to purchase the 
land for $18,000 provided that the association raise 
$10,000 for its improvement, secure and build a road 
(now Edgewood Drive} along the portion of the Lake 
Wingra shore belonging to St. Clara College (now 
Edgewood College), dredge Wingra Creek, and 
name the park after the Vilas' deceased son, Henry. 
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The Associa tion immediately accepted the Vilas 
offer and engaged Chicago landscape architect 0. 
C. Simonds to plan the new park. Besides the land 
given by Vilas, 50 acres of bog along the lakeshore 
was to be converted into park land by dredging fill 
from the lake. A four- acre portion was to become a 
lagoon. The work to realize this plan continued for 
the next 13 years and resulted in a 65- acre park that 
has long been one of Madison's most cherished 
resources. 

The creation of the Vilas Park Zoo happened by 
accident when the Association was offered a herd of 
five deer in 1910. A decision was made to house 
them at Vilas Park and the new zoo opened in 1911 
with a collection of "nine deer, three ground hogs, 
three wood chucks, two guinea pigs, two rabbits, two 
white rats, one raccoon, one eagle, one squirrel, and 
one toothless red fox." With the continuing support 
of the Association and the Vilas family (who gave a 
total of $82,500 by 1920) this became the nucleus of 
what is today Dane County's most popular tourist 
attraction. 
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Henry Vilas Park and Zoo 

702 South Randa.II Avenue 
Ossian C. Simonds, landscape arcl1itect 
1905-1916 

The inspiration for what was to become Henry Vilas 
Park came from a public suggestion made in 1903 
by Wingra Park developer and then U. S. 
Congressman H. C. Adams and local physician Dr. 
Edward Kremers. Their dream was to have the 
25-acre parcel of land along the north shore of Lake 
Wingra secured as a public park. This plan was 
then conveyed by John Olin, the president of the 
Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association, to 
one of Madi son's wealthiest men, former U.S. 
senator a nd postmaster general William Vilas 
(1840- 1908). Vilas and his wife Annie considered 
Olin's proposal on a trip to Europe in the fall of 1903. 
When they returned, they agreed to purchase the 
land for $18,000 provided that the association raise 
$10,000 for its improvement, secure and build a road 
(now Edgewood Drive} along the portion of the Lake 
Wingra shore belonging to St. Clara College (now 
Edgewood College), dredge Wingra Creek, and 
name the park after the Vilas' deceased son, Henry. 

28 

The Associa tion immediately accepted the Vilas 
offer and engaged Chicago landscape architect 0. 
C. Simonds to plan the new park. Besides the land 
given by Vilas, 50 acres of bog along the lakeshore 
was to be converted into park land by dredging fill 
from the lake. A four- acre portion was to become a 
lagoon. The work to realize this plan continued for 
the next 13 years and resulted in a 65- acre park that 
has long been one of Madison's most cherished 
resources. 

The creation of the Vilas Park Zoo happened by 
accident when the Association was offered a herd of 
five deer in 1910. A decision was made to house 
them at Vilas Park and the new zoo opened in 1911 
with a collection of "nine deer, three ground hogs, 
three wood chucks, two guinea pigs, two rabbits, two 
white rats, one raccoon, one eagle, one squirrel, and 
one toothless red fox." With the continuing support 
of the Association and the Vilas family (who gave a 
total of $82,500 by 1920) this became the nucleus of 
what is today Dane County's most popular tourist 
attraction. 
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Henry Vilas Park and Zoo 

702 South Randall Avenue 
Ossian C. Simonds, landscape architect 
1905-1916 

The inspiration for what was to become Henry Vilas 
Park came from a publ ic suggest ion made in 1 903 
by W i n g ra Pa r k  d eve loper a n d  then  U .  S .  
Congressman H .  C .  Adams and local physician Dr. 
Ed ward K remers. T h ei r  d rea m was to have the  
25-acre parcel of  land along the north shore of Lake 
Wingra secured as a publ ic park. This  plan was 
t hen conveyed by Joh n  Ol i n, the president of the 
Mad i son Park and Pleasu re Drive Associa tion, to 
o n e  of M ad i son ' s  wea l t h i est  men,  former U. S .  
sen a t o r  and post m aster  general W i l l ia m  V i l a s  
( 1840-1908). Vi las and h is  wife Ann ie considered 
Olin's proposal on a trip to Europe in the fall 0f 1 903. 
When they returned, they agreed to purchase the 
land for $18,000 provided that the association raise 
$10,000 for its improvement, secure and build a road 
(now Edgewood Drive) a long the portion of the Lake 
W ingra shore belonging to St. Clara College (now 
Edgewood Col lege), d redge Wingra Creek, and 
name the park after the Vilas' deceased son, Henry. 
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The Association i m med iately accep ted the V i las 
offer and engaged Chicago landscape a rchi tect O. 
C. Simonds to plan the new park. Besides the land 
given by Vi las, 50 acres of bog along the lakeshore 
was to be converted i nto park land by dredging fil l  
from the lake. A four-acre portion was to become a 
lagoon. The work to realize this plan continued for 
the next 13 years and resulted i n  a 65-acre park that 
has long been one of Mad ison 's  most cherished 
resources. 

The creat ion o f  the Vi las Pa rk Zoo happened by 
accident when the Association was offered a herd of 
five deer in 1910 .  A decision was made to house 
them at Vilas Park and the new zoo opened in 1 91 1  
with  a collection o f  "n ine deer, three ground hogs, 
t hree wood chucks, two guinea pigs, two rabbits, two 
white rats, one raccoon, one eagle, one squirrel, a nd 
one toothless red fox." With the con ti nuing support 
of the Association and the Vilas family (who gave a 
total 0f $82,500 by 1 920) this became the nucleus of 
what i s  today Da ne Coun ty's most popular tourist 
attract ion. 
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Charles and Minerva 
Marks House 

1815 Jeffersoti Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect and builder 
1905 

Most building contractors play some role in 
modifying designs for their clients but few produce 
their own designs. One exception was Charles E. 
Marks (1875-?), a Madison carpenter, contractor and 
self- sty led architect who built a number of fine 
houses in the city's western suburbs. Marks and his 
brother, Eugene H. Marks (1873-1933), both learned 
the carpentry trade from their father, Henry P. 
Marks. After their family moved to Madison In 1894 
the brothers worked together for a few years before 
starting their separate but parallel careers. 

The identified houses of the brothers show that both 
were skilled at adapting currently fashionable styles 
for their clients. The works of Eugene Marks in the 
Wingra Park area include 2015 Adams Street (1915)i 
1504 Madison Street (1918); 1506 Madison Street 
(1916); 2015 Mon roe Street (1914); 1108 Garfield 
Street (1914); and his house at 1104 Garfield Street 
(1912). Some works of Charles Marks in this same 
area Include 1101 Grant Street; (@) 1909 Adams Street 
{1912); 211. 9 Madison Street; (2'\)and tho Colby 
building, 1725 Monroe Strcot(L914). He a lso 
occupied (and probably designed and built) three 
other houses in the area: 2006 Madison Street 
(1898- 1900); 2015 Jefferson Strcct;@and this 
cxccllcnl Shingle Style house at 1815 Jefferson Street. 
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Cora Tuttle House 

1206 Gra11t Street 
Cora Tuttle, designer 
1909 

Cora Tullle (1864- 1948) is the only woman known to 
have designed buildings in Madison before WWI. 
Her output was small, but it was of great qualify. The 
group of five houses she designed in Wingra Park arc 
Madison's finest examples of the combined 
Bungalow and American Craftsman styles. The best­
known houses in the United States exhibiting this 
particular combination of styles are the early works 
of the California architects Charles and Henry Green. 
Their design for one and onc--half s tory bungalow 
houses made elaborate use of naturally treated wood, 
wood shingles, brick, and other Craftsman materials 
and resulted in buildi.ngs that were rustic in 
appearance, yet highly sophisticated. Tuttle used the 
same basic clements in her houses, including using 
details with an oriental flavor. 

Tuttle's first house in Wingra Park was her own, built 
in 1909 at 1206 Grant Street. This success led her to 
design a second house in 1910 around the corner at 
1813 Vilas Avenue as a speculative venture with her 
brother- in- law, Edgar Smith. She then built three 
more in the immediate vicinity with the help of her 
nephew, E. C. Smith: E. C. Smith's own house, 1811 
Vilas Avenue (1910-1911); a speculative house for 
E. C. Smith at 1821 Vilas Avenue (1912- 1913); and a 
house for Edgar and Marie Smith, 1202 Grant Street 
(1913-1914). 
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Charles and Minerva 
Marks House 

1815 Jeffersoti Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect and builder 
1905 

Most building contractors play some role in 
modifying designs for their clients but few produce 
their own designs. One exception was Charles E. 
Marks (1875-?), a Madison carpenter, contractor and 
self- sty led architect who built a number of fine 
houses in the city's western suburbs. Marks and his 
brother, Eugene H. Marks (1873-1933), both learned 
the carpentry trade from their father, Henry P. 
Marks. After their family moved to Madison In 1894 
the brothers worked together for a few years before 
starting their separate but parallel careers. 

The identified houses of the brothers show that both 
were skilled at adapting currently fashionable styles 
for their clients. The works of Eugene Marks in the 
Wingra Park area include 2015 Adams Street (1915)i 
1504 Madison Street (1918); 1506 Madison Street 
(1916); 2015 Mon roe Street (1914); 1108 Garfield 
Street (1914); and his house at 1104 Garfield Street 
(1912). Some works of Charles Marks in this same 
area Include 1101 Grant Street; (@) 1909 Adams Street 
{1912); 211. 9 Madison Street; (2'\)and tho Colby 
building, 1725 Monroe Strcot(L914). He a lso 
occupied (and probably designed and built) three 
other houses in the area: 2006 Madison Street 
(1898- 1900); 2015 Jefferson Strcct;@and this 
cxccllcnl Shingle Style house at 1815 Jefferson Street. 
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Cora Tuttle House 

1206 Gra11t Street 
Cora Tuttle, designer 
1909 

Cora Tullle (1864- 1948) is the only woman known to 
have designed buildings in Madison before WWI. 
Her output was small, but it was of great qualify. The 
group of five houses she designed in Wingra Park arc 
Madison's finest examples of the combined 
Bungalow and American Craftsman styles. The best­
known houses in the United States exhibiting this 
particular combination of styles are the early works 
of the California architects Charles and Henry Green. 
Their design for one and onc--half s tory bungalow 
houses made elaborate use of naturally treated wood, 
wood shingles, brick, and other Craftsman materials 
and resulted in buildi.ngs that were rustic in 
appearance, yet highly sophisticated. Tuttle used the 
same basic clements in her houses, including using 
details with an oriental flavor. 

Tuttle's first house in Wingra Park was her own, built 
in 1909 at 1206 Grant Street. This success led her to 
design a second house in 1910 around the corner at 
1813 Vilas Avenue as a speculative venture with her 
brother- in- law, Edgar Smith. She then built three 
more in the immediate vicinity with the help of her 
nephew, E. C. Smith: E. C. Smith's own house, 1811 
Vilas Avenue (1910-1911); a speculative house for 
E. C. Smith at 1821 Vilas Avenue (1912- 1913); and a 
house for Edgar and Marie Smith, 1202 Grant Street 
(1913-1914). 
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Charles and Minerva 
Marks House 

1815 Jeffersoti Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect and builder 
1905 

Most building contractors play some role in 
modifying designs for their clients but few produce 
their own designs. One exception was Charles E. 
Marks (1875-?), a Madison carpenter, contractor and 
self- sty led architect who built a number of fine 
houses in the city's western suburbs. Marks and his 
brother, Eugene H. Marks (1873-1933), both learned 
the carpentry trade from their father, Henry P. 
Marks. After their family moved to Madison In 1894 
the brothers worked together for a few years before 
starting their separate but parallel careers. 

The identified houses of the brothers show that both 
were skilled at adapting currently fashionable styles 
for their clients. The works of Eugene Marks in the 
Wingra Park area include 2015 Adams Street (1915)i 
1504 Madison Street (1918); 1506 Madison Street 
(1916); 2015 Mon roe Street (1914); 1108 Garfield 
Street (1914); and his house at 1104 Garfield Street 
(1912). Some works of Charles Marks in this same 
area Include 1101 Grant Street; (@) 1909 Adams Street 
{1912); 211. 9 Madison Street; (2'\)and tho Colby 
building, 1725 Monroe Strcot(L914). He a lso 
occupied (and probably designed and built) three 
other houses in the area: 2006 Madison Street 
(1898- 1900); 2015 Jefferson Strcct;@and this 
cxccllcnl Shingle Style house at 1815 Jefferson Street. 
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Cora Tuttle House 

1206 Gra11t Street 
Cora Tuttle, designer 
1909 

Cora Tullle (1864- 1948) is the only woman known to 
have designed buildings in Madison before WWI. 
Her output was small, but it was of great qualify. The 
group of five houses she designed in Wingra Park arc 
Madison's finest examples of the combined 
Bungalow and American Craftsman styles. The best­
known houses in the United States exhibiting this 
particular combination of styles are the early works 
of the California architects Charles and Henry Green. 
Their design for one and onc--half s tory bungalow 
houses made elaborate use of naturally treated wood, 
wood shingles, brick, and other Craftsman materials 
and resulted in buildi.ngs that were rustic in 
appearance, yet highly sophisticated. Tuttle used the 
same basic clements in her houses, including using 
details with an oriental flavor. 

Tuttle's first house in Wingra Park was her own, built 
in 1909 at 1206 Grant Street. This success led her to 
design a second house in 1910 around the corner at 
1813 Vilas Avenue as a speculative venture with her 
brother- in- law, Edgar Smith. She then built three 
more in the immediate vicinity with the help of her 
nephew, E. C. Smith: E. C. Smith's own house, 1811 
Vilas Avenue (1910-1911); a speculative house for 
E. C. Smith at 1821 Vilas Avenue (1912- 1913); and a 
house for Edgar and Marie Smith, 1202 Grant Street 
(1913-1914). 
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Charles and Minerva 

Marks House 

Cora Tut t le House � � 

1815 Jefferson Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect and builder 
1905 

i ii 

Most b u i l d i ng con t ra c tors play some ro le i n  
modi fying designs for their clients bu t few produce 
their own designs. One exception was Charles E. 
Marks (1875-?), a Madison carpenter, contractor and 
se l f-s ty l ed a rch i tect who bu i l t  a nu mber of fi ne  
houses in  the city's western suburbs. Marks and his 
brother, Eugene H . Marks ( 1873-1 933), both learned 
the carpe n t ry trade from t he i r  fa t her, Henry P .  
Marks. After their family moved to Madison in  1894 
the brothers worked together for a few years before 
starting thei r separate but parallel careers. 

The identi fied houses of the brothers show t ha t  both 
were ski l led at adapting currently fashionable sty les 
for their cl ients .  The works of Eugene Marks in the 
Wingra Park area include 20 15  Ada ms Street ( 1 9 15) ;  
1 504 Mad i son Street ( 1 9 1 8); 1 506 Madison St reet 
(1 91 6); 201 5 Mon roe Street (1 9 1 4); 1 1 08 Garfield 
Street ( 1 9 1 4); and h is  house a t  1 104 Garf ield St reet 
(1 91 2) .  Some works of Charles Marks in t h is same 
area include 1 10 1  Grant Street; ([6) 1909 Adams Street 
( 19 1 2) ;  21 1 9  Mad iso n S t reet ; (Q) a n d  the Co l by 
bu i ld ing, 1 725 M onroe St reet(1 9 1 4 ) . He a l so 
occu pied (a nd probably designed and bu i l t )  three 
o ther  hou ses i n  t h e  a rea: 2006 Mad ison Street 
( 1 898-1 900); 20 1 5  J e fferson St reet ;@® a n d  t h is  
excellent Shingle Style house at 1815  Jefferson Street. 
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1206 Grant Street 
Cora Tutt le, designer 
1909 

Cora Tuttle ( 1 864-1948) is the only woman known to 
have designed bu ild i ngs i n  Mad i son before W W I .  
Her output was small, but it was of grea t qua l i ty. The 
group of five houses she designed in Wingra Park are 
Mad i son ' s  f i nest  ex a m ples  o f  t h e  co m b i ned 
Bungalow and American Craftsman styles. The best­
known houses i n  the Uni ted Sta tes exh i bi t ing th i s  
particular combina t ion of  sty les are the early works 
of the Cal i fornia arch itects Charles and Henry Green. 
Their design for one a nd one-ha l f  story bungalow 
houses made elaborate use of naturally treated wood, 
wood sh ingles, brick, a nd o ther Craftsman materia ls  
and resu l ted in bui ld i ng s  t h a t  were ru s t i c  i n  
appearance, yet h ighly sophisticated . Tuttle used the 
same basic elements in her houses, includ ing using 
deta i ls  wi th an oriental flavor. 

Tu t tle's fi rst house i n  Wingra Park was her own, bui l t  
in 1 909 at 1 206 Grant Street. This success led her to 
design a second house in 1910 around the corner at 
1813 Vilas Avenue as a speculat ive venture with her 
brother- in-la w, Edgar Smith. She then bui l t  t hree 
more in the immediate vicinity with the help of her 
nephew, E. C. Smith: E. C. Smith's own house, 181 1  
V ilas Avenue (1 910-1 91 1 ) ; a specula t ive house for 
E. C. Smith at 1 821 Vilas Avenue (191 2-191 3) ; and a 
house for Edgar and Marie Smi th, 1 202 Grant Street 
( 191 3-191 4). 
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A. Cornelius and Della 
Larson House 

1006 Grant Street 
1911 

This outstanding house was built for local insurance 
executive August Cornelius Larson and his wife 
Della in 1911. It is one of the finest of Madison's 
Prairie style houses. Larson (1875-1961) was born in 
Wiota, Wisconsin, and began dealing in life 
insurance while still in college in Iowa. Soon after 
graduation he became the manager of the Central 
Life Assurance Society's Wisconsin office. Larson 
made this the Society's biggest branch and was later 
elected president of the Northwest Congress of Life 
Underwriters, became a director of several Madison 
financial institutions, and was a one- time president 
of the Randall Bank, an important lender in the 
Wingra Park- Oakland Heights area. 

With its wide overhanging caves, plaster- covered 
soffits, decorative beltcourses, leaded glass 
windows, and strong horizontal emphasis, the 
Larson House is a textbook example of Prairie 
design. It was most likely designed by the Madison 
firm of C laude and Starck. The Wingra 
Park-Oakland Heights area also contains a number 
of other fine Prairie houses. An especially intact 
later example is the house of UW professor 
Warren Geib and his wife Edith at 1522 Vilas 
Avenue (1922), the design of which is attributed to 
Madison architect Alvan E. Small. 
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E. A. Brown/Charles and Minerva 
Marks House 

2015 Jefferson Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect 
1911 

Another fine Prairie style house constructed in the 
same year as the Larson house is the one built for 
E. A. Brown at 2015 Jefferson Street. Brown docs not 
appear to have ever lived here, however, and the first 
known occupants were contractor Charles E. Marks 
and his family. @ Marks had become successful 
enough by 1909 to be elected to the first of two terms 
as an alderman for the tenth ward. He and his fami ly 
Jived in this house until 1918. For many years 
thereafter it was owned by a ttorney Frank Jenks and 
his wife, Hazel. 

Marks may well have been both the designer and 
builder of the house. Comparing it and his other 
work of that period to the works of Claude and 
Starck makes it dear that he was quite able to utilize 
the same design vocabulary to create fine Prairie 
designs. 

More established Madison architects were also able 
to produce creditable Prairie designs using the same 
basic clements that Marks and Claude and Starck 
utilized. A case in point is the fine Craftsman/Prairie 
house at 2121 Jeffe rson Street that Madison's then 
most senior architect, J. 0. Gordon, designed for 
Thomas and Emma Coxon in 1909. 
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A. Cornelius and Della 
Larson House 

1006 Grant Street 
1911 

This outstanding house was built for local insurance 
executive August Cornelius Larson and his wife 
Della in 1911. It is one of the finest of Madison's 
Prairie style houses. Larson (1875-1961) was born in 
Wiota, Wisconsin, and began dealing in life 
insurance while still in college in Iowa. Soon after 
graduation he became the manager of the Central 
Life Assurance Society's Wisconsin office. Larson 
made this the Society's biggest branch and was later 
elected president of the Northwest Congress of Life 
Underwriters, became a director of several Madison 
financial institutions, and was a one- time president 
of the Randall Bank, an important lender in the 
Wingra Park- Oakland Heights area. 

With its wide overhanging caves, plaster- covered 
soffits, decorative beltcourses, leaded glass 
windows, and strong horizontal emphasis, the 
Larson House is a textbook example of Prairie 
design. It was most likely designed by the Madison 
firm of C laude and Starck. The Wingra 
Park-Oakland Heights area also contains a number 
of other fine Prairie houses. An especially intact 
later example is the house of UW professor 
Warren Geib and his wife Edith at 1522 Vilas 
Avenue (1922), the design of which is attributed to 
Madison architect Alvan E. Small. 
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E. A. Brown/Charles and Minerva 
Marks House 

2015 Jefferson Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect 
1911 

Another fine Prairie style house constructed in the 
same year as the Larson house is the one built for 
E. A. Brown at 2015 Jefferson Street. Brown docs not 
appear to have ever lived here, however, and the first 
known occupants were contractor Charles E. Marks 
and his family. @ Marks had become successful 
enough by 1909 to be elected to the first of two terms 
as an alderman for the tenth ward. He and his fami ly 
Jived in this house until 1918. For many years 
thereafter it was owned by a ttorney Frank Jenks and 
his wife, Hazel. 

Marks may well have been both the designer and 
builder of the house. Comparing it and his other 
work of that period to the works of Claude and 
Starck makes it dear that he was quite able to utilize 
the same design vocabulary to create fine Prairie 
designs. 

More established Madison architects were also able 
to produce creditable Prairie designs using the same 
basic clements that Marks and Claude and Starck 
utilized. A case in point is the fine Craftsman/Prairie 
house at 2121 Jeffe rson Street that Madison's then 
most senior architect, J. 0. Gordon, designed for 
Thomas and Emma Coxon in 1909. 
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A. Cornelius and Della 
Larson House 

1006 Grant Street 
1911 

This outstanding house was built for local insurance 
executive August Cornelius Larson and his wife 
Della in 1911. It is one of the finest of Madison's 
Prairie style houses. Larson (1875-1961) was born in 
Wiota, Wisconsin, and began dealing in life 
insurance while still in college in Iowa. Soon after 
graduation he became the manager of the Central 
Life Assurance Society's Wisconsin office. Larson 
made this the Society's biggest branch and was later 
elected president of the Northwest Congress of Life 
Underwriters, became a director of several Madison 
financial institutions, and was a one- time president 
of the Randall Bank, an important lender in the 
Wingra Park- Oakland Heights area. 

With its wide overhanging caves, plaster- covered 
soffits, decorative beltcourses, leaded glass 
windows, and strong horizontal emphasis, the 
Larson House is a textbook example of Prairie 
design. It was most likely designed by the Madison 
firm of C laude and Starck. The Wingra 
Park-Oakland Heights area also contains a number 
of other fine Prairie houses. An especially intact 
later example is the house of UW professor 
Warren Geib and his wife Edith at 1522 Vilas 
Avenue (1922), the design of which is attributed to 
Madison architect Alvan E. Small. 
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E. A. Brown/Charles and Minerva 
Marks House 

2015 Jefferson Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect 
1911 

Another fine Prairie style house constructed in the 
same year as the Larson house is the one built for 
E. A. Brown at 2015 Jefferson Street. Brown docs not 
appear to have ever lived here, however, and the first 
known occupants were contractor Charles E. Marks 
and his family. @ Marks had become successful 
enough by 1909 to be elected to the first of two terms 
as an alderman for the tenth ward. He and his fami ly 
Jived in this house until 1918. For many years 
thereafter it was owned by a ttorney Frank Jenks and 
his wife, Hazel. 

Marks may well have been both the designer and 
builder of the house. Comparing it and his other 
work of that period to the works of Claude and 
Starck makes it dear that he was quite able to utilize 
the same design vocabulary to create fine Prairie 
designs. 

More established Madison architects were also able 
to produce creditable Prairie designs using the same 
basic clements that Marks and Claude and Starck 
utilized. A case in point is the fine Craftsman/Prairie 
house at 2121 Jeffe rson Street that Madison's then 
most senior architect, J. 0. Gordon, designed for 
Thomas and Emma Coxon in 1909. 
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A. Cornelius and Della 
Larson House 

1006 Grant Street 
1911 

This outstanding house was built for local insurance 
executive August Cornelius Larson and his wife 
Della in 1911. It is one of the finest of Madison's 
Prairie style houses. Larson (1875-1961) was born in 
Wiota, Wisconsin, and began dealing in life 
insurance while still in college in Iowa. Soon after 
graduation he became the manager of the Central 
Life Assurance Society's Wisconsin office. Larson 
made this the Society's biggest branch and was later 
elected president of the Northwest Congress of Life 
Underwriters, became a director of several Madison 
financial institutions, and was a one- time president 
of the Randall Bank, an important lender in the 
Wingra Park- Oakland Heights area. 

With its wide overhanging caves, plaster- covered 
soffits, decorative beltcourses, leaded glass 
windows, and strong horizontal emphasis, the 
Larson House is a textbook example of Prairie 
design. It was most likely designed by the Madison 
firm of C laude and Starck. The Wingra 
Park-Oakland Heights area also contains a number 
of other fine Prairie houses. An especially intact 
later example is the house of UW professor 
Warren Geib and his wife Edith at 1522 Vilas 
Avenue (1922), the design of which is attributed to 
Madison architect Alvan E. Small. 
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E. A. Brown/Charles and Minerva 
Marks House 

2015 Jefferson Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect 
1911 

Another fine Prairie style house constructed in the 
same year as the Larson house is the one built for 
E. A. Brown at 2015 Jefferson Street. Brown docs not 
appear to have ever lived here, however, and the first 
known occupants were contractor Charles E. Marks 
and his family. @ Marks had become successful 
enough by 1909 to be elected to the first of two terms 
as an alderman for the tenth ward. He and his fami ly 
Jived in this house until 1918. For many years 
thereafter it was owned by a ttorney Frank Jenks and 
his wife, Hazel. 

Marks may well have been both the designer and 
builder of the house. Comparing it and his other 
work of that period to the works of Claude and 
Starck makes it dear that he was quite able to utilize 
the same design vocabulary to create fine Prairie 
designs. 

More established Madison architects were also able 
to produce creditable Prairie designs using the same 
basic clements that Marks and Claude and Starck 
utilized. A case in point is the fine Craftsman/Prairie 
house at 2121 Jeffe rson Street that Madison's then 
most senior architect, J. 0. Gordon, designed for 
Thomas and Emma Coxon in 1909. 
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A. Cornelius and Della 
Larson House 

1006 Grant Street 
1911 

This outstanding house was built for local insurance 
executive August Cornelius Larson and his wife 
Della in 1911. It is one of the finest of Madison's 
Prairie style houses. Larson (1875-1961) was born in 
Wiota, Wisconsin, and began dealing in life 
insurance while still in college in Iowa. Soon after 
graduation he became the manager of the Central 
Life Assurance Society's Wisconsin office. Larson 
made this the Society's biggest branch and was later 
elected president of the Northwest Congress of Life 
Underwriters, became a director of several Madison 
financial institutions, and was a one- time president 
of the Randall Bank, an important lender in the 
Wingra Park- Oakland Heights area. 

With its wide overhanging caves, plaster- covered 
soffits, decorative beltcourses, leaded glass 
windows, and strong horizontal emphasis, the 
Larson House is a textbook example of Prairie 
design. It was most likely designed by the Madison 
firm of C laude and Starck. The Wingra 
Park-Oakland Heights area also contains a number 
of other fine Prairie houses. An especially intact 
later example is the house of UW professor 
Warren Geib and his wife Edith at 1522 Vilas 
Avenue (1922), the design of which is attributed to 
Madison architect Alvan E. Small. 
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1911 
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1006 Grant Street 
1911 

This outstandi ng house was built for local insurance 
execut ive A ugust Cornel ius  Larson and h i s  w i fe 
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Underwriters, became a d irector of several Mad ison 
financial i nstitutions, and was a one-time president 
o f  the Randal l  Bank, a n  important lender i n  t he  
W i ngra Park-Oakland Heights area. 

With i ts  wide overhanging eaves, pla s ter-covered 
soff i ts,  d ecora t ive  bel tcou rses, leaded g l a ss 
w ind ows, a n d  strong horizo n ta l  emphas is, t he 
Larson House is a t extbook exa mp le  of Pra i r ie 
design . It was most l ikely designed by the Mad ison 
f i r m  o f  C l a u d e  a n d  S tarck .  The W i ngra 
Park-Oakland Heights area also conta ins a nu mber 
of  other f ine Prairie houses. A n  especially i n tact 
l a te r  example  is t h e  h o u s e  of U W  p r o fessor 
W a rren Geib  and h is  w i fe E d i t h  a t  1 522 V i l a s  
Avenue (1922), the design o f  which is at tributed to 
Madison a rch i tect A lvan E. Small. 
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E. A. Brown/Charles and M inerva 

Marks House 

2015 Jefferson Street 
Charles E. Marks, architect 
191 1 

A nother fine Prai rie style house constructed i n  the 
same year as t he Larson house is the o ne buil t  for 
E. A. Brown at 2015  Jefferson Street. Brown does not 
appear to have ever l ived here, however, and the first 
known occupants _were contractor Charles E. Marks 
and his fam ily. O) Marks h ad become successful 
enough by 1 909 to be elected to the first of two terms 
as an alderman for the tenth ward. He and his family 
l ived i n  t h i s  h ouse u n t i l  1 9 1 8 .  For m a n y  yea rs 
thereafter it was owned by attorney Frank Jenks and 
his wife, Hazel. 

Marks may wel l  have been both t he designer and 
bui lder of the house. Comparing i t  and h i s  other 
work of  that period to the works of  Claude and  
Starck makes i t  clear that he  was quite able to  utilize 
the same design vocabulary to create fine Prairie 
designs. 

More established Madison architects wore also able 
to produce creditable Prairie designs using the same 
basic elements that Marks and Claude and Starck 
util ized. A case in point is the fine Craftsman/Prairie 
house at 21 21 Jefferson Street that Madison's then 
most senior a rchi tect, J .  O. Gordon, designed for 
Thomas and Emma Coxon i n  1909. 
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Charles H. and Caroline 
Mills House 

2119 Jefferson Street 
Charles E. Marks, general contractor 
1915 

Both the Prairie and the American Craftsman styles 
owed a substantial debt to the earlier British Arts 
and Crafts movement, whose emphasis on the use 
of natural materials and simplicity of appearance 
and function held great appeal for architects and 
c lients t ired of the decorative excesses of the 
Victorian period. 

America had its British- inspired equivalent of this 
s tyle, which is also related to the Prairie and 
Craftsman styles. Almost all the buildings 
associated with it arc residential designs that 
feature stucco walls, s im pie volumetric massing, 
and multi- paned windows. True Arts and Crafts 
style buildings arc rare in Wiscons in but it s 
influence can be felt in the house of UW professor 
of music C harles Mills (1873- 1937) and his wife 
Caroline. This hybrid design combines simple wood 
trim, multi-paned windows, and plain, 
st ucco- covered walls. But its most distinctive 
feature is its unusual roof, which has wide rolled 
edges imitating the thatched roofs associated with 
buildings of the English Cottage Revival style. 
Despite different details, however, the Mills house 
@ is an obvious sibling of C harles Marks' Brown 
house and it has the same symmetrical main facade 
and wide overhanging eaves. 

Another variant on the British Arts and Crafts 
theme is the fine house a l 2025 Jefferson Street. 
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Emanuel and Elva Simon House 

1111 Lincoln Street 
Frank Riley, architect 
1926 

It is fitting that some of the finest designs of 
Madison's best period revival a rchitect, Madison 
born Frank M. Riley (1875-1949), should be located 
in this area since his father, Edward Riley, 
developed the Oakland Heights Addition. Like 
most architects who specialized in period revival 
s tyles, Riley moved fluently between t hem. 
Nowhere in Madison can this be better seen than in 
the outstanding group of four homes he designed in 
three different styles at the intersections of Lincoln 
and Adams Streets. 

Tho earliest of these is located at 1102 Lincoln Street 
and was deslgncd in the Colonial Revival style for 
John Conklin and his wife Margaret in 1923. In 1926 
Riley designed a second home for the Conklins in 
the French Provincial style at 1101 Lincoln Street. In 
th e same year Riley designed the outstanding 
Georgian Revival style house illustrated above for 
Emanuel and Elva Simon. Simon was a partner in 
Simon Bros., wholesale grocers in Madison. Riley 
designed an equally fine Georgian Revival house for 
Simon's brother, Jerry Simon, and his wife, Frances, 
a block away at 1016 Lincoln Street in 1922. 

Other Riley designs in the area include the Rayne 
house, 1108 Grant Street, and later houses at 1427 
Vilas Avenue and 1533 Jefferson Street. 
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Charles H. and Caroline 

Mills House 

2119 Jefferson Street 
Charles E. Marks, general contractor 
1915 

Both the Pra i rie and the A merican Craftsman styles 
owed a substan tial  debt to the earlier Brit ish Arts 
a nd Crafts movement, whose emphasis on the use 
of nat u ral materials and s implic i ty of a ppeara nce 
and function held great appeal for a rchitects and 
c l i en t s  t i red o f  the d ecora t i ve excesses o f  t he 
V ictorian period. 

America had its Brit ish-inspi red equivalent of this 
s t yle, w hich  is a l so re la ted to t he  Pra i r i e  a n d  
Cra ft s m a n  s ty les .  A l most  a l l  t he b u i l d i ng s  
assoc i a ted w i t h  i t  a re res ide n t i a l  d es i gns  t h a t  
fea t ure stucco wal ls, sim ple vo lu met ric massing, 
and m u l t i-paned windo ws. True Arts  and Cra fts 
s ty le  b u i l d i ngs  a re r a re i n  W i sco n s i n  b u t  i t s  
i nfluence can be fel t  i n  the house o f  U W  professor 
of m usic Cha rles M i l l s  ( 1 873-1937) and h i s  wi fe 
Caroline. Th is hybrid design combines si m ple wood 
t r i m , m u l t i-paned w indows, a nd p l a i n ,  
s tucco-covered wa l l s .  B u t  i t s m ost  d i s t i nc t i ve 
fea ture is i t s  unusual roof, which has wide rolled 
edges im itat ing the tha tched roofs associated with 
bu i ld i ngs of the Eng l ish Co t tage Revival s tyle .  
Despite d i fferent detai l s, however, the M il ls  house 
3) is an obvious sib l ing of C harles Marks' Brown 
house and it has the same symmetrica l main facade 
and wide overhanging eaves. 

A nother var ian t  on the Br i t i sh Ar t s  a nd Craf ts  
t heme is  the fi ne house a t  2025 Jefferson Street. 
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Emanuel and Elva Simon House 

1111  Lincoln Street 
Frank Riley, architect 
1926 

I t  is fi t t i ng t h a t  so m e  of  t h e  f in est  d es i g n s  o f  
Mad ison 's  best period revival  a rch i tect, Madison 
born Frank M. R i ley (1875-1949), should be located 
in th i s  a rea s i nce h i s  fa t her, Edward R i ley, 
developed t he Oak land H eigh t s  A d d i t i on .  Like 
m ost archi tects who specia l ized in  period revival 
s ty les, R i ley m oved fl u e n t l y  be t ween t h em . 
Nowhere in Madison can this be better seen than i n  
the outstanding group of four homes he designed in 
three d i fferent styles a t  the intersections of Lincoln 
and Adams Streets. 

The earl iest of t hese is located at 1 102 Lincoln Street 
and was designed in the Colonial  Revival style for 
John Conklin and his wife Margaret in 1923. In 1926 
Ri ley designed a second home for the Conkl ins in  
t he French Provincial style at 1 101 Lincoln Street. I n  
t h e  s ame  year R i l e y  des igned the o u t s ta n d i n g  
Georgian Revival style house i l lustrated above for 
Emanuel and Elva Simon. Simon was a partner in  
Simon Bros., wholesa le grocers i n  Madison. Riley 
designed an equal ly  fine Georgian Revival house for 
Simon's brother, Jerry Simon, and his wi fe, Fra nces, 
a block away at 101 6  Lincoln Street in 1922. 

Other Ri ley designs in the area include the Rayne 
house, 1 10 8  Grant Street, and later houses at 1 427 
V ilas Avenue and 1 533 Jefferson Street. 
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Mary Boyd House 

2020 Vilas Avenue 
Carl Ahl, Builder 
1927 

Houses designed in the Tudor Revival s tyle arc 
scarce in the Wingra Park- Oakland Heights area. 
One of the best is this house built for Mary Boyd. 
Mrs. 130yd had only recenlly lost her husband­
local caterer, dance hall owner, alderman and 
Madison native John l3oyd (1881-1924)- when she 
built this large home for herself and four small 
children in '1927. The Boyd family lived here for only 
a few years, however, before selling the house to 
Maurice and Harriet Davis in 1930. Davis was the 
manager of the Madison Army and Navy store, and 
by the end of the decade was the president and 
manager of Davis and O'Connell, Inc., dealers in 
men's clothes. 

The Boyd house is a good example of the large, 
comfortable suburban houses built during the 
heyday of the period revival styles. Its irregular 
outline, steeply pitched roofs, complex form and 
picturesque use of brick, stone, stucco, and wood 
are characteristics shared with other Tudor Revival 
houses found in the area. Among the most 
impressive of these other Tudor Revival houses is 
the one at 2023 Jefferson Street and the outstanding 
example at 1110 Edgewood Avenue designed in 
1928 for Leo Crowley by the firm of Law, Law, and 
Potter. 
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men's clothes. 

The Boyd house is a good example of the large, 
comfortable suburban houses built during the 
heyday of the period revival styles. Its irregular 
outline, steeply pitched roofs, complex form and 
picturesque use of brick, stone, stucco, and wood 
are characteristics shared with other Tudor Revival 
houses found in the area. Among the most 
impressive of these other Tudor Revival houses is 
the one at 2023 Jefferson Street and the outstanding 
example at 1110 Edgewood Avenue designed in 
1928 for Leo Crowley by the firm of Law, Law, and 
Potter. 
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Mary Boyd House 

2020 Vilas Avenue 
Carl Ahl, Builder 
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Houses designed in the Tudor Revival s tyle arc 
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One of the best is this house built for Mary Boyd. 
Mrs. 130yd had only recenlly lost her husband­
local caterer, dance hall owner, alderman and 
Madison native John l3oyd (1881-1924)- when she 
built this large home for herself and four small 
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Maurice and Harriet Davis in 1930. Davis was the 
manager of the Madison Army and Navy store, and 
by the end of the decade was the president and 
manager of Davis and O'Connell, Inc., dealers in 
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The Boyd house is a good example of the large, 
comfortable suburban houses built during the 
heyday of the period revival styles. Its irregular 
outline, steeply pitched roofs, complex form and 
picturesque use of brick, stone, stucco, and wood 
are characteristics shared with other Tudor Revival 
houses found in the area. Among the most 
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Mary Boyd House 

2020 Vilas Avenue 
Carl Ahl, Builder 
1927 

Houses d es igned i n  the  Tudor Revival  style are 
scarce in  the Wingra Park-Oakland Heights area. 
One of t he best is this house built for Mary Boyd . 
M rs. Boyd had only recent ly lost her h us ba nd­
l ocal ca terer, da nce h a l l  own er, a l d e r m a n  a n d  
Madison native John Boyd ( 1 881 -1924)-wh en she 
bu i l t  t h i s  l a rge home for h ersel f and four  sma l l  
children in 1 927. The Boyd family l ived here for only 
a few years, however, before sell ing t he house to 
Maurice and Harriet Davis i n  1 930 . Davis was the 
manager of the Madison Army and Navy store, a nd 
by the end of the decade  was t he president  a nd 
manager of Davis and O'Connell, I nc ., dealers i n  
men's clot hes. 

The Boyd house is a good exa m ple of t he large, 
com fortable suburban houses  b ui l t  d u r i n g  t he 
heyday of the period revival styles. I t s  i r regular  
out l ine, steeply pitc hed roofs, complex form and 
pictu resque use  of brick, stone, st ucco, and wood 
are characteristics shared with other Tudor Revival 
h o u ses  fou n d  in t he a rea.  A m o ng t he m o s t  
impressive o f  these other Tudor Revival houses i s  
the one a t  2023 Jefferson Street and t he outstanding 
example a t  1 1 1 0  Edgewood A venue d esigned i n  
1 928 for Leo Crowley by  t he firm of Law, Law, and 
Potter. 
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